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PREFACE. 


& the fitting down of our laſt Parliament, made himſelf 
Maſter of the Spaniſh Netherlands, which England 
has always looled upon to be of the greateſt Conſequence for her 
own Preſervation, he hath now, juſt befare the Meeting of our 
enſuing Parliament, made himſelf Maſter of the Town and 
Principality of Liege, and of all the Places of Strength in the 
Eleftorat of Cologn, the Capital of that Name excepted, 
which is likewiſe in great danger. This looks as if he deſigu d 
to affront our Parliaments, and to leſſen the Eſteem of this Nati- 
on in the Eyes of Europe. *Tis well enough known, that when. 
our King and Parliaments had a good Un handing, there was 
nothing in the World ſo awful to that Haughty and Perfidious 
Monarch, as the Engliſh Nation, but our late unhappy Divi- 
frons, have augmented his Arrogance and makes him deſpiſe 
us. "Twill be our own Fault if we don't remove that Occaſion, - 
eſpectally conſidering the unſufferable Outrage he is guilty of to- 
wards us, in offering to impoſe an Heir of his own Education and 
Religion, upon our Grown, contrary to the Acts of Succeſſion, ſo 
unanimouſly agreed to by ſeveral Parkiaments, This 1s an In- 
jury of the higheſt Nature, and the greateſt Affront he could put 
upon his Majeſty and the Kingdom. 'Tis a manifeſt Declaration, 
that he aims at nothing leſs than to deprive us of ourSoveretgnty, - 
& to ſubvert our Religion and Liberty, which can never be effetied - 
mithout the Deſtruction of the preſent Race of Engliſhmen, 
and an Entailment of Slavery apon all ſucceeding Poſterity. Thus + 
be requites us for the Treaty of Partition, and for owning his 
Grandſon, the Duke of Anjou's Succeſſion to the Crown - of 
Az Spain 


Ince the writing of the following Sheets, the Cauſes of 
our Allarm are increaſed. di the French King before 
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Spain. This makes it evident beyond diſpnte, that he owns no 
Obligation of Gratitude to God or Man; and indeed the whole 
Courſe of his Reign hath been Treachery and Ingratitude to both. 

*Tis in vain to think he can be brought to a contrary Sence or 
Practice by any poſteriour Treaty, and therefore it is hoped this 
Nation will never come to another with him, but ſuch as ſhall 
carry along with it an eſfectual Security; and that we can never 
have, till he be reduced to ſuch a Condition, that we ſhall not need 
to value him, whether he keep to his Treaties or not. 

A great part of the Nation have expreſſed their Senſe, that 
his unaccountable Proceedings with relation to the Pretender, 
muſt be encouraged, by a Party amongſt our ſelves. Tis there 
fore our Concern to make a thorough Enquiry, who they are, and 
what's their Strength. It may be our happineſs, if rightly im- 

oved, that he hath diſcovered his treacherous Intentions ſo 
early, whilſt his Majeſty, blefſed be God, is alive and capable 
of fighting our Battles; therefore we ſhall have none to blame 
bat our ſelves, if we don't bring him to à more expreſs and 
particular Article for the Security of our Succeſſion, than the 
ath Article of the Treaty of Reſwick. Twould ſeem he 
thinks that too much, ſince he bas not the Patience to ſtay til! 
his Majeſiy has run the Natural Courſe of his Life; but we 
have much better Reaſon to think it too little, and ſeeing he has 
made bold to break it, it's our part to deny him the Privi- 
ledge of any future Plea to have it obſerved, and either to bring 
him to a better Security of his own accord, or to take it by force. 

That we are capable of doing ſo, if right Meaſures be taken, 
zs endeavoured to be made evident in the followiug Sheets, which 
bave no other deſign but to ſerve the Publick, They expoſe the 
Folly aud Danger of our Inteſtine Diviſions, and offer ſome Ex- 
pedients towards a Cure; but the whole is ſubmitted to the Wiſdom 
of the Nation in the approaching Parliament, betwixt whom and 
his Majeſty, may there be a perfect Harmony and gocd Underſtan- 
ding, to the Diſappointment of our Enemies at Heme and Abroad, 
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FRANCE. 


1 is evident to all Men of Obſer vation, That the Face 


of Europe looks with as cloudy an Aſpect at preſent, 
as it has done at any time for theſe laſt hundred Vears; 
Nor is it leſs evident, that England has her proporti- 

on of thoſe Clouds, which threaten an Univerſal Storm. 
It hath been our Lot and Glory a long time to have the 
Repuration of being the Arbiters of the Grand Differences 
of Chriſtendom: ; and it hath as long been in our power to 
carry the Ballance which way we would, Nor can it be 
denied that this Nation, when ſuffered to act according to 
its own Natural Genius, hath ever eſpouſed the Juſter 


Side. 
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Unhappineſs, as well as other Nations, to act contrary 
both to our own Intereſt, and to that of our Neighbours ; 
but this has been more owing to thoſe that were at the 
Helm, than either to the Ignorance or ill Intentions of the 
Pegple of England. 


There are now the greateſt Controverſies depending be- 


twixt the two chief Powers of Europe, that ever we or our 
Fathers heard of; and they are like to be diſputed with 
greater Force and Warmth, than any other Controverſie 
that hath yet troubled the Weſtern World, or perhaps 
the Univerſe. This makes it evident, that we are more 
concerned than ever to act with Vigor, if we have a mind 
either to preſerve the Honour af keeping the Ballance even 
betwixt the two contending Parties, or to enjoy the Ad- 
vantage of ſecuring to our ſelves the Bleſſings of Peace and 
Proſperity. 

in order to be ſatisfied, as to this Matter, we are, Firſt, 
to take a View of Affairs Abroad, and then to caſt, an 
Eye upon thoſe at Home. 

As to Foreign Affairs, we muſt conſider them, as they 
reſpect Europe in General; and then, as they relate to Us 
m particular. | 
; As they. reſpe& Europe in General, we. are. to con- 
lider . | | 


1. That the French ſtand now poſſeſſed of the Domini- 


ons of Spain, which, together with their own Dominions, 
make up the greateſt Power, that ever was under the 


Government of any one Weſtern Prince or Court, ſince. 


the Fall of the Roman Empire. 


2. That by the ſeizure of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the 


French King hath made a greater and more ſucceſsful Step 


towards the. Univerfal Monarchy, than ever any other 


Prince did ſince the Days of Julius Ceſar, 


3. That 


Yet it muſt be owned, that we have ſometimes had the 


* 
eee 


l 5 


<4 — 2 
.... — 1 i 
r 2 „ 


- 
"> , 4 N >, 
CE IE ge 


8 
9 


* £ F 4 


(3) 

3. That Louis XIV. is Maſter of a far greater Force, by 
Sea and Land, has more diſciplined and warlike Troops, a 
greater Number of experienced Generals to command 
them, and a greater Treaſure to maintain them, than any 
Prince ever yet had, that attempted to bring the World 
under the Juriſdiction of one Scepter. 

4. That whether it be by Infatuation, or the ill Genius 
of Europe, or, to ſpeak more like Chriſtians, by the over- 
ruling Hand of Divine Providence, to puniſh flaviſh and 
wicked Nations, it is undeniable that he has a greater 
Number of Subjects, ready to follow him blindfold, and 
to ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes to his Ambition, than 
any other Prince ever yet had. 

5. That he hath had and till has a greater Faculty and 
Succeſs, by Eribery and otherwiſe, to bring other Princes 
and People to fall in with his Meaſures, though apparently 
deſtructive to their own Intereſt, than all thoſe together 
that formerly aſpired to the Univerſal Monarchy. 

Of this, there can be no doubt left in our Minds, if 
we conſider how ſucceſsful he has been in bribing and be- 
witching ſeveral of our own Princes and Miniſters of 
State, the former by Means of their Paramours, by fur- 
niſhing them Money to prevent the Neceflity of calling 
Parliaments, and by Promiſes to ſupport them in their 
Arbitrary Deſigns; and the latter, by advancing them 
Summs, by eſpouling their Intereſts, and by enabling 'em to 
appear at the Head of thoſe Factions, which the Wickedneſs 
of our Courts and the Weakneſs of our Clergy,Nobility and 
Gentry have raiſed and admitted amongſt us. the Detign of 
the former was to divide us,that they might govern us with 
a more abſolute Sway; and the Deſign of the latter was, 
that by their Intereſt in this or that prevailing Faction they 
might make themſelves the more neceſſary to their Prince, 
and by Conſequence more deſerving of his Favour and 
Bounty; without conſidering, or at leaſt regarding that 

B z they | 


(4) 
they purchafe this Temporary Favour for the moft part, at 
the rate of their Countries Liberty, and by Confequence, 
with the ruine of their own Pofterity. 

It were eaſie to ſhew that the French have practis d the 
fame Methods among Foreign Nations, but it's ſufficient 
only to mention the way how they have acquir d the Crown 
of Spain, the Succeſs they have had in buying off the 


Electors of Bavaria and Cologne, and other Princes of the 


Empire; the Influence they have had in procuring a Party 
in Holland to oppoſe a War, and to own the Duke of Anjou 
as King of Spain, and their dexterity in kindling a Flame in 
the North and keeping it hitherto from being extinguiſhed. 

6. In the 6th place we are to conſider the French King 
in his Alliances, and theother Advantages he hath acquir'd 
by his ſeizure of the Crown of Spain, which are as fol- 
lows. 

1. Ey this means he hath ſecured himſelf on the fide of 
Spain, which, though but an enfeebled Monarchy, yet in 
the late War put him to vaſt Expences, by obliging him 
to ſend Armies to Catalonia, &c. and to be on his Guard 
every where elſe upon his Frontiers towards that Kingdom; 
which was a mighty Diverſion to his Mony and Troops, T his 
he has now in a great Meaſure delivered himfelf from, or 
at leaſt if he be ſuffered to continue in poſleſſion, (for his 
Grandſon is no other than his Lieutenant) it will be a 
great Advantage to himſelf or any future King of France, 
to be ſecured on that (ide. 

2. By this means he hath an opportunity to fecure him- 
ſelf of the Kingdom of Navarre, and to annex it to the 
Crown of France, which alone, conſidering its ſituation, will 
be of great Advantage to him and as great an Annoyance to 


Spain, in caſe of any Rupture betwixt thoſe two King- 


doms; becauſe it opens his Paſſage into the very heart of 
Spar. And like wiſe when Affairs come to be a little 
ſettled, and that he thinks it proper for him to demand that 
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Kingdom of the Spaniards, as his undoubted Right, they 
cannot with any good Grace deny him a Monarchy of his 
own, who hath been ſo kind to them to prevent theirs 
from being diſmembred, and alſo to preſerve their other 
Conqueſts to them, or if they do, he knows how to take 
it, whether they will or not. 

3. By this means he hath depriv'd thoſe that Confede- 
rate againſt him, of all the Spamiſh Harbours, which is 
another great Advantage towards his being poſſeſs d of the 
Dominion of the Mediteraneau, and makes him at the ſame 
time the Sole, or at leaſt the greateſt Proprietor of the 
Straits and Levant Trade; which hath been fo very pro- 
titable to England and Holland. 

4. By this means he not only ſecures himſelf againſt a 
War with the Spanzards, but engages them to be his Allies, 
if not Subjects) in any future Wars; for now Experience 
hath convinc'd the World, that the Government of Spain 
is in the Hands of France, as 'twas rationally alledg'd, it 
would be: By this, it appears how ill founded the opinion 
of thoſe Gentlemen was that endeavour d to huſh our 
Allarms upon that ſurprizing Event, by telling us, that 
the Spaniards would never endure it, and that the Duke of 
Anjon would become as much a Spaniard, as were the for- 
mer Princes of the Houſe of Auſtria. 

5. By this means he hath frightned the King of Portu- 
al into an Alliance with himſelf and Spain, for fear of 
lofing his Crown and Dignity : So that if a timely ſtop- 
be not put to his Progreſs, he wiil not only totally ſecure: 
himſelf on that fide of Europe, but will engage the Spanz- 
ards and Portugueſe in his Intereſts and Quarrels, and make 
himſelf unatackable in thoſe Parts by Sea and Land. 

6. By his poſſeſſing himſelf of the Crown of Spain, 
he hath found Means to fix the Duke of Savoy inviolably 
in his Intereſts, by making his ſecond Daughter Queen of 
Spain. This Step is fo much the more conſiderable, _ 

cauſe, 
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cauſe. 1. It fecures the King of France on that ſide 
againſt the moſt expenſive War he could be engag d in, 
and againſt which, he is the worſt provid:d, for his 
Country lies more open, and unguarded in thoſe Parts than 
any where elſe. 2. It gives him a free Paſſage into Italy 
by Land, whilſt the Emperor muſt be oblig d for the ſame 
to other Potentates that are not under the like Obligations 
to allow it him. 3. It ſecures him the Aſſiſtance of one 
of tlie greateſt Princes in Ita, who is thereby made ſo 
much the more conſiderable that his Dominions lye conti- 
guous to the Milaneſe, which belonging to his Son- in Law 
the King of Spain, muſt needs advance an Amicable Cor- 
reſpondence betwixt that Prince and the Dutchy of Milan, 
that he muſt now look upon as the Inheritance or his own 
Poſterity. . 

7. By this means the French King becomes Maſter 
of the Kingdoms of Naples, Sicily and Sardinia, which is 
a very great Point gain d. 1. Becauſe it incloſes the reſt 
of Italy and by Conſequence over-aws the other Princes and 
States of that Country, and obliges them to be very ob- 
ſerving and careful in their Meaſures, for they know they 
are within the Paws of the Lyon, who can tear them to 
pieces at his Pleaſure. The Effects of this are very diſcer- 
nable already, by the Compliance of the Pope and Genoeſe. 
The latter have granted him Harbours for his Shipping and 
paſſage for his Troops; and have likewiſe agreed to lend 
him Money. They know by fatal Experience, that he can ea 
ſily pick Quarrels with them, and make em redeem emſelves 
from a Bombardment by opening their Purſes, which would 
ſink both Principal and Intereſt, and look with a much 
worſe Grace, than a Loan tho extorted, becauſe now they 
can have Paper Security, which at ſome time or other 
they may find a way to make Valid, by themſelves or 
their Allies. As to the Pope, it is evident from his Com- 
pliance in owning the King of Spain s Title to the King: 

om 


g \ = » 2 ? * "= 
1 * 
* 2 23 - =_ = * 4% 2 4»; 
1 ** Kg : * — > 3 8 bY. 3 * 2 4 
— 26 ri" AVE 2 


4 7 — 4 . 
r x LBS 


£ 
1 

4 
A 
2 
1 
— 
9 
* 


14 
& 
4 
34 
N 
1 
8 


— 


4 
3 
* 
F 
- 
- 

4 

bo 
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dom of Naples, tho' he-hath not yet granted him the In- 
veſtiture, that he dreads the Power of France. What fatal 
Influence the French King's having the Pope at his Devoti- 
on, will have on the Affairs of Europe may be readily con- 
ceived by thoſe who conſider the Authority of the See of 
Rome over all thoſe of the Popiſh Perſwaſion. This is no 
leſs than an actual inveſting of the Crown of Fance, both 
with the Temporal and Spiritual Sword, for hencefor- 
ward it Louis XIV. be ſuffered to go on, we muſt look 


upon the Pope to be no other than firſt Chaplain of State, 


to the French King, for he will take upon him to diſpoſe of 
the Pontifical Chair to his own Creatures without a poſſi- 
bility of Control. What mighty Influence may this have 
on Chriſtendom, when Louis XIV. and his Succeſlors ſhall 
not only have the good things of this World, but likewiſe 
thoſe of the other to confer upon their Friends and Ad- 
herents : By this means they ſhall not only become abſo- 
lute on Earth, but ſhare the very Empire of Heaven, for 
nothing leſs is aſcribed to the Keys of St. Peter by the Ca- 
non Law, and blind ſuperſtitious Popelings. If this be the 
Caſe, we may expect ina few Years to have all thoſe call'd 
Roman Catholicks, undertake a Croifado againſt the Oppo- 
ſers of France, as an infallible Means to obtain a free Paſs 
to Heaven, without being oblig'd to call at Purgatory by 
the way. 

There is ſtill another conſiderable Advantage accruing 
to the French King by being Maſter of the Spaniſh Do- 


minions in Italy, which is that he becomes thereby enabled 
more effectually to aſſiſt his ancient Allie the Turk to ruine 


the German Empire. All the Spaniſh Harbours of Italy are 
now at his Command, from whence by a ſhort Tranſport 
and eaſie Marches, he may invade the Emperor's Domini- 
ons in Croatia and Hangar), which he could not do before, 


and beſides, by being poſſeſs d of the Dutchy of Milau, he has 
an opportunity of invading the Empire on that (ide, by the 
at 
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way of Trent and Tirol, ſo that in a ſmail compaſs of 
Years, he may attempt the Execution of his Project to di- 
vide the World betwixt himſelf and the Grand Senior, 
which was repreſented to us ſome Years before the Peace, 
by the French King and the Grand Seniors having the 
Globe plac'd betwixt them, which they were cuting aſun- 
der ha Sag. 

We come next to conſider the Advantages which accrue 
to the French King on this fide of Europe, by his ſeizure 
of the Crown of Spaia, which are, 

1. His being Maſter of the Spaniſh Metherlands, by 
which I include the Dutchy of Luxemburg. This is a thing 
of ſuch vaſt Conſequence, that the miſchievous Effects of 
it are like to be ſooner felt than conceiv d, That he would 
poſſeſs himſelf of that Country was eaſie to be foreſeen, 
and the Conſequences of 'it have been frequently inculca- 
ted, the Effects that it hath already produc'd, are theſe that 
follow. 1. The obliging of 'the ' Datch, to evacuate the 
Gariſons which they had in that Country, as a Security 
for the Money they advanc'd to the King of Spain, during 
the late War, and by this they are hector d at once, both 
out of their Money and Defence. 2. This oblig'd the 
Duteh to own the Duke of Anjou as King of Spain; that 
they might recover their Troops, which the French would 
have otherwiſe detain d, and that they might have time to ſe- 


cure their Frontiers, and ſtrengthen themſelves by Allian- 
cem 3. This hath given the French King an opportunity 
of building new Forts, and of caſting up new Lines al- 
moſt under the Canon of the Dutch Gariſons, by which 
he hath ſhut them up within their own Country, depriv d 
them of their natural Barrier, and put a Curb in their 
Jaws, which they cannot eafily get rid off. 4. This hath 
-oblig'd them to be at an inſupportable Expence of raiſing 
a mighty Army of their own and Foreign Troops, to equip 
a great Fleet, and to purchaſe. Foreign Alliances, and yet 
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(9) 
all this is not enough, but they have likewiſe been forc'd 
to lay a great part of their Country under Water, to pre- 
vent the Incurſions of the French. 6. This hath oblig'd 
us in England to be at the Trouble and Expence of ſending 
over T0000 Men, and of Equipping a Squadron to aſſiſt the 
Dutch, according to the Treaty of 1677, and it enables the 
French King more than ever to diſpute the Soveraignty of 
the narrow Seas with us. 7. For any thing that can be 
diſcerned to the contrary. The French King's ſeiſing of 
Handers, which hath always been look'd upon tobe a natu- 
ral Barrier to us, as well as to the States, muſt in all probabili- 
ty have had ſome Influence upon our owning the Duke of 
Anjou as King of Spain, notwithſtanding any Reaſons, 
which from our Honour and Intereft might have been al- 
ledg'd againſt it. 8. It is not to be doubted, but the 
French King's ſeiſing of Flanders, did very much animate 
the Enemies of the Government, to thoſe well known Inſo- 
lencies they were guilty of, againſt all thoſe of the Revo- 
lution Principles, whom they run down in ſuch a manner 
as 'twas caſie to be diſcerned, that 'twas the Party they 
aim'd at, and not the puniſhment of Faults, which had they 
been prov'd ought indeed to have been ſeverely cenſu- 
red. 10. The French King by being Maſter of the Spaniſh 
Aetherlands, is poſſeſs d of a Country, which is known by 
Experience to be the moſt capable of bearing the Burden 
of vaſt Armies of any in Europe, and abounds moſt with 
great and fortitzed : owns of any Country of its Extent 
in Chriſtendom; as this is a great Advantage to him, it's 
as great a Loſs to us, and the States, who are'not only de- 
priv'd of that ſtrong and plentiful Country as a Barrier, 
and ſecure place of Retreat upon any Diſaſter in the Field, 
but it ſerves for the ſame purpoſes to our mort formidable 


Enemy. 1 It follows naturally from what has been al- 


ready ſaid, that by this means, the French are rendred 
more capable than ever of invading England and Holland z 
C and 
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and of diſturbing the Trade of both Countries, and that 
on the other hand, they are more ſecure than ever from 
being invaded by either of us, Handers which was for- 
merly our Barrier, being now become theirs, as has been 
already mentioned. 

8. Ey his ſeiſure of the Netherlands, he hath had an op- 
portunity to buy off two Electors of the Empire: Bavaria 
and Cologu, and it has enabled him with more eaſe than 
formerly, to invade the Dom inions of four other Electors, 
viz. Brandenburgh, Palatin, Treves and Ments, By this 
means he hath opened his way into the Bowels of the 
Empire, and put himſelf in a better Condition to ſupport 
thoſe Princes who oppoſe the th Electorat, and are for a 
Neutrality, c. Theſe are the viſible and undeniable Effects 
of his being poſſeſs d of the Spaniſh WVetherlands. 

In the next place, let us conſider a little more particu- 
larly the Advantages which that Monarch reaps, by having 
the Electors of Cologu and Bavaria in his Intereſts. By the 
former he has an opportunity on pretence of aſſiſting him 
againſt his Chapters of Liege and Cologu; (for that Trea- 
cherous, Ungrateful, and Ambitious t relate hath pick'd 
Quarrels with both of them on purpoſe) to enter into 
their Countries Thoſe of Liege are not able to mike 
any Reſiſtance of themſelves, and by being Maſter of that 
City and Principality, he blocks up Maſtricht on one ſide, 
opens his way into Dutch Brabant, Limburg and Gelder- 
land, and likewiſe into the Dutchies of Cleves and Juliers, 
and by fortifying Liege and Liuiberg makes to himſelf a 
ſtrong Barrier on that lide, by which he may lay Aix la 
Chappelle, and the Dutchy of Julters and Cleves under Con- 
tribution. in the next place by having the Elector of 
Cologu in his interefts, he ſecures to himlelf the Garrifons 
of Bonne, Keyſerfwart, and Rhinberg, which that Elector 
18 now poſſeſo d of, by which he blocks up the City of G9- 
gn on both ſides, in a manner ſhuts up the Elector 
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Palatin in his Capital of Duſſeldorp, may eaſily deprive him 
of his City and Dutchy of. Juliers, and the Elector of 
Brandeburg of his Capital of Cleves, and all that part of 
the Dutchy on the Weſt fide of the Rhine, and in a word, 
not only obſtructs the Commerce of that River, which is 
fo neceſſary and advantagious to Germany and Holland, but 
from Bonne may open his Paſlage into the very heart of the 
Empire, which on that {ide is but ill guarded by Fortreſſes 
or ſtrong Towns, and from Rhineberg he may fall in thro' 
the other ſide of the Dutchy of Cleve, upon the back of 
the United Provinces, Ravage the County of Zutphen and 
Lordſhip of Overiſel,or if he think fit to attack the City of 
Cologn, by being Maſter of Bonne, Keyſerſwaert and Rhine- 
berg, he prevents 1ts having any Relief by Water, and that 
City being of a very - large Extent, cannot be defended 
without a great Army and vaſt Expence. In the laſt 
place, by having the Elector of Cologn in his Intereſt, he 
aſſures himſelf of his Suffrage in the Diet, and deprives 
the Emperor of it,as has already appear'd in the Caſes of the 
Dukes of Mantua and Savoy, and in thoſe of the Neutrality 
and gth Electorat. This every one knows is of great Con- 
ſequence, ſince by this means that Elector has an opportu- 
nity of retarding the Emperor's Affairs, of favouring the 
French King's Intereſt under hand, and of imbroiling thoſe 
of the Empire. The importance of this cannot be better 
underſtood, than by conſidering what a few ill Men have 
in all Reigns been capable to do in our own Parliaments, 
and how much their palpable oppoſition to the true Inter- 
eſt of the Nation, or their undermining it ſecretly by 
ſpecious Pretences, have contributed towards an Eñtail- 
ment of Slavery upon us and our Poſterity. 

In the next place, the Advantage accruing to the French 
King, by having the Ele&or of Bavaria in his Intereſts, is 
ſo great, that it is not at firſt to be eaſily ſeen or concei- 
ved. But thus far is plain, that he is one of the greateſt 
; C 2 Princes 
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Princes of the Empire, that he is c:pable of leading an 
Army, and of railing a conſiderable Force of his own, 
that the Situation of his Dominicns is ſuch as enables him, 
to invade the Paternal inheritance of the Houſe of Auſtria 
on the one fide, and to give Diſturbance to the Circles of 
Franconia, Swabia, and the Xpper Rhine on the other, that 
he is capable of depriving the Emperor of one Suffrage in 


the Diet and ot giving the King of Trauce another, and 


that by the Palatinat of Bavaria on the North, and by 
the Dutchy and El ctorat of Bavaria on the South, it is in 
his Power to block up the Diet gf the Empire at Rati bone, 
or to oblige them to remove at his Pleaſure, He gave us 
a proof very lately of what he is capable to do in this 
Matter, by his entertaining the Deputy of the Circle of 
Burgnndy, at a Houſe of his juſt oppoſite to Ratisbone, when 
that Deputy was order'd to quit the Diet, and the Domi- 
nions of the Empire, and by his numerous Army. and 
great Summs of French Gold, which he receives not under 
the diſgraceful name of a Bribe, but under the ſpecious 
pretence of being Governor of the Spaniſh Netherlands, he 
ſeems capable of opening the French King's Paſlage to the 
Danube, that he may meet his moſt dear and natural Allie 
the Grand Senior before the Walls of Vienna. Theſe are 
a few of the many obvious and pernicious Conſequences 
of the French King's ſeifing the Spaniſh Netherlands; which 
is enough to ſtrike us with Amazement, that England was 
not more ſenſible of this in the Cloſe of 1700, and in the 
beginning of 1701, when the Houſe of Commons was ſo 
ſenſible of our Danger from the French King's taking only 
a few Towns in the Spaniſh Netherlands in 1677, that they 
zealouſly Addrelsd his Majeſty, To enter into a League Offen- 
frve aud Defenſive with the States General of the United Vro- 
vinces, againſi the Fower of the French King, and for the 
preſervation of the Spaniſh Netherlands, and to make ſuch 
bel Abiances with other ſuch of the Gonfederates as his Ma- 

Jeſty 
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jeſty ſhould think fit and uſeful for that End The Reaſons 
of this Addreſs are expreſsd in a former, preſented on 
March 6 that Year, viz, That in the Preſervation and Secu- 
rity of the Netherlands, the Intereſt of his Majei'y, aud the 
Safety of his People were highly concerned, and us Majeſty 
in his anſwer owned, That the Preſervation of Flian.'s was 
of great Importance to England. This being duly cuntider'd, 
we may readily conclude, that that Parliament wouid nei- 
ther have allow d an Indifterency in the Throne, nor have 
admitted delays among themſelves, had the King of Spain 
been then dead, and the French King actually ſeiz d, not 
only of the Metherlandt, but of the whole Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy z then ſince it is certainly more the Intereſt of Eng- 
land now than it could have been then, to oppoſe the French 
with Vigor, we have but too juſt Reaſon to apprehend, 
that the Influence of that ſame Party, which then advis d 
King Charles II. to fruſtrate the Deſires of his Feople, and 
to toſs the Parliament from one Adjournment to another, 


while the French King ſtrengthened himſelf in his new 


Conqueſts, heth had no ſmall hand in the faintneſs of the 
Oppoſition, that we have lately made to that Monarch, 
tho' now arriv'd to a pitch of Power and Grandeur, infi- 
nitely above what at that time did fo much allarm the 
Nation There's ſtill another conſiderable Advantage, 
that the French King has by ſeifing the Spaniſh Domini- 
ons, which is that it entitles him to the United Provinces, 
and the Kingdom of Portugal, and their reſpective Con- 
queſts in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and there's no doubt, he 
will lay Claim to them, as ſoon as he finds that the Poſture 
of his Affairs will bear it. 

Having thus taken a brief View of the Advantages ac- 
cruing to the French King, by his ſeiſure of the Spaniſh 
Dominions in Europe. Let us enquire a little into thoſe 
Advantages that do naturally ariſe to him from his being 
poſſeſs d of their Dominions in America, which may be con- 
VU wr way” 
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1. By this means he is poſſeſs d of moſt of the Fountains 
of Gold and Silver, or at leaſt of the moſt conſiderable 
Fountains of thoſe Minerals, that are yet known in 
the World. This is that bottomleſs and inexhau- 
tible Treaſure, with which the lofty Spaniard out- 
brav'd the Politick Tenciian, when he ſhew'd him the vaſt 
Summs of Money, which the Senate had in ſtore, in order 
to deter the Spaniards from a War upon the Republick. 
This Treaſure is great indeed, ſaid the Spaniard, but it has a 
bottom, whereas my Maſters has none. Then fince it is evi- 
dent that Men and Money are the Sinews of War, and 
that he who has Money will never want Men; it natural- 
ly follows, that if the French King be ſuffered to conti- 
nue in poſſeſſion of the Spanith Weſt-Izdzes, he will be 
thereby enabled to carry on a War with great probability 
of Succels againſt the reſt of Europe. The French King is 
every whit as well vers d in the art of Bribery, as in the 
art of Fighting; and ſince it is too plain from Experience, 
that moſt of his Neighbouring Princes are leſs capable of 
reſiſting his Bribes, than of finding Armour of proof for 
his Bullets. What is it, that Europe has not to fear from 
the Mines of Peru and Potoſ in the Management of 
France, 

2, By this means he is poſleſs'd of the Advantage of de- 
priving England, Holland, and other Nations of all Trade 
to the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, and of engroſſing it to himſelf 
and his own Subjects. This was foreſeen in the Duke of 
Anjous Succeſhon conſidered, Part II. Page 20. and ac- 
cordingly he hath already commenced it, by an Agree— 
ment to ingroſs the Slave Trade betwixt himſelf and the 
King of Spain, and the French Company of Senegal, The 
Conſequences of this to England were pointed at in the 
fame Place, and are obvious to any Man that will allow 
himſelf the Freedom of Thought, viz. T hat .t will ruine 
the beſt part of our Jamaica Trade, prevent our having 
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Bullion from the Weſt-Indies, by means of our own Plan- 
tations, or the Spaniſh Galfteons, and by Conſequence, diſ- 
able us from carrying on our Eaſi- India Trade, without 
I melting down or exporting our own Coin; and of what 
4 miſchievous Conſequence that may be to the Nation, will 
1 ſooner be felt than prevented. 

2 It is needleſs to multiply Words or to inſiſt on many 
Particulars for there's no Man who is not reſolvd to do 
Violence to Senſe and Reaſon, but muſt own, that we ſhall 
looſe our whole Plantations in America, and have all our 
Country Men in thoſe Parts Butcher d, Baniſhed, or made 
Slaves, if the French King be ſuffered to go on as he has 


. 
£ 


begun. J 
Let ſo much ſuffice, for a brief View of the French 


King's Power. The next thing to be conſidered is, the 
Condition of thoſe who e or ſhould be in oppoſition 
to him. 

We ſhall begin with the Emperor, as to whom it may 
be juſtly be faid, 1. That tho his Cauſe be good, his 
Ability to maintain it is but ſmall 2. That he has the 
Misfortune to be too much govern'd by Prieſts, and parti- 
cularly by Jeſuits, who are the bane of Humane Society, 
3 undermine and betray all that truſt them, and are general- 
Py !y in the Intereſts of France, becauſe Louis XIV. has been 
mere Zeaious and Succestu! in deſtroying the Reformation, 
than any cther Prince of his time. 3, That as the natu- 

ra! Reſult of Bigotry and Arbitrary Power, the Empe- 
f ror's ubjects in Hungary and Trauſilvauia, are ſo much dif- 
\* obligd by the unnatural and barbarous Perſecution they 
have undergone, that they can have no entire Confidence in 
a Prince, whoſe Conſcience is directed by their {worn Ene- 
mies, a Set of Men that will be contented with nothing leſs 
than theabſolute Ruine of all Proteſtants, and therefore, thie 
Emperor's Subjects of that Religion are ina great Meaſure 
made uſcleſs to him, and forc'd to throw themſelves from 
ud 
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time to time, upon the Protection of the Ottoman Family, 
who allow them the Freedom of their Religion, and there» 
fore frequently prevail upon them to join in their Wars 
againſt the Houſe of Auſiria 4. | hat as Emperor, his In- 
tereſt is much ſunk in the Empire, partly upon the Ac- 
count of foine Incroachments complain'd of, by ſeveral 
Electors and Princes upon their 1vil Rights, partly upon 
the Account of the barbarous Perſecution of the Elector 
Palatin, and othirs againſt the Proteſtants of the Empire, 
which has been frequently compiain'd of to his Imperial 
Majeſty, but never as yet redresd, and partly by the In- 
trigues and ribery of the French King, who hath thereby 
as mentioned already, form'd a very ſtroug Party againſt 
him in the Empire. F. It is very well known, that his 
Imperial Majeſty hath no Naval Force, and that the Domi- 
nions of Spain, can never be reduc'd under the Scepter of 
his Family without one. 6. That his Treaſure 1s very 
much exhauſted by the late War againſt France and the 
Turk, 7. That the Empire is in continual Danger of being 
imbroil'd in its Northern Parts, by the War betwixt the 
Kings of Sweden and Polaud, 8, 1 hat three of the Electors 
of the Empire, and ſeveral of its other Princes being Po- 
piſh Eccleſiaſticks, can hardly be ſuppos d ever to join cor- 
dially with him in a War, for the Succeſs of which he muſt 
chiefly rely upon Proteſtant Aſſiſtance. 9. That many 
of the Princes of the Empire, and particulariy thoſe that 
lye neareſt the French are but poor and week, and by Con- 
ſequence, liable to be heQor'd or brib d into the Intereſt of 
France. 10. That the Emperor hath been hitherto very 
unhappy in the Management of his Alliances with England 
and Holland, who being diſobligd by tie inremperate Zeal 
of the Court of Vienna, againſt the Reformation, at the 
late Ireaty of Reſwick, or other ile prevaild upon, God 
knows how, became engag d in a firſt and ſecond : artition 
againſt the Honour and Interc{t of his Family. 

We 
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We ſhall in the next place take a View of the United 
Provinces in our way homeward, concerning whom we 
may obſerve, 1. That being a Country that ſubſiſts chiefly 
by Trade, to which, War is certainly ruinous. We are 
not to wonder if the Trading part of that Country be ve- 
ry averſe to it, and by Conſequence, obſtruct ſuch Re- 
ſolves as tend to carry it on. 2. That being a People who 
are very jealous of their Liberty, and knowing that popu- 
lar Generals at the Head of numerous Armies, do always 
endanger the Peoples Freedom, it follows naturally, that 
they ſhould be careful to avoid a War, which gives their 
Captain Generals ſuch an opportunity, eſpecially conſider- 
ing the Risk that they have run, of being ruined that way 
oftner than once. 3. That upon this very Head they are 
divided into Factions, which we may well enough call Re- 
publicans and Royaliſts, for the Souldiery and others, whe 
depend upon the Stadtholder, are for allowing him little, 
if any thing leſs than a Regal Power, and the reſt are 
conſtantly for leſſening his Authority, which hath had the 
fame pernicious Effects among them in proportion, that the 
Struggles betwixt Prerogative and Property have had 
among us. 4 That their Conſtitution is none of the 
Happieſt, for being ſeven diſtinct Sovereignties, and not 
to be conclude1 by the Majority, it renders them the more 
liable to be practis'd upon, 1n order to be divided. 5. That 
they have a conſiderable Number of Papiſts among 
them, who are always Enemies to a Proteſtant Govern- 
ment, and are taught by their Prieſts to Sacrifice the In- 
tereſt of their Country to that of their Church, of which 
the King of France is now the profeſſed Champion. 6. That 
being under the ſame Politick Head with us , they are lia- 
ble to the Influence of the ſame deſtructive Delays or other 
Impediments, which any ill Party in this Nation is capa- 
ble of laying in the way of our Councils or Actions. 
7. That they are much 2 and burden d with Debt 


hy 
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by the late War, and their People uneaſie upon that Ac- 


count as well as we. 
In the next place, let us take a View of our own Con- 


dition at home; as to which, it 1s evident, that we abound: 


with ſharp and ſhameful Diviſions, that have a very me- 
lancholly Aſpect, and ſuch indeed as may make us juſtly: 
apprehend the Verification of that in our particu'ar Caſe, 
which our Saviour ſaid of all ſuch in Gencral, that a King- 


dom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. What Native of 


theſe Kingdoms can without Grief conſider, that the three 
Nations which make up the Britiſh Empire, are by an un- 
happy Vanagement brought to a Diſunion among them- 
ſelves, as to Intereſt and Affection. 


What Engliſhman is able to command his Paſſion, who 


conſiders the preſent State of his Country. A Nation di- 
vided in the Conſtituent Parts of its Government, can ad- 
mit of no Harmony amongſt its Subjects, but from the 
King on the Throne to the Beggar on the Dunghill, every 
Individual muſt ſuffer more or leſs, by ſuch a Diviſion, yet 
ſuch is our Misfortune, that we are divided in our Parli- 
aments, divided in our Councils, and this Diviſion runs 
thro' all the Counties, Cities, Corporations and Societies 
in the Kingdom, and creates and nouriſhes unnatural 
Heats, Jars, and Animoſities among People of all Ranks. Is 
it not ſtrange that ſuch a wiſe and mighty Nation, who 


have from time to timeſo gloriouſly aſſerted their Liberties 


againſt Foreign and Domeſtick Uſurpations, and have had 
their Magna Charta confirm'd oftner then once, with a So- 
lemnity inferiour to nothing, that ever was tranſacted up- 
on Earth, but the Promulgation of the Divine Law from 
Mount Sinai. Is it not ſtrange I ſay, that ſuch a Nation 
ſhould not yet know the. true Boundaries betwixt Preroga- 
tive and Property, but that we ſhould be as ready to cut 
one another Throats, and fall to ſides under the fooliſh 
Names of hig and Tory, as the Italians were formerly un: 


Oe” oe ww — — — — 


— — 


der 


we 7 
0 
f 
* 
* 
3 of 
"2 
. 
.< 
<W 
1 


= 
"A : 
3 
44 
2 


' 
F 
pb 
. 
5 
5 
2 
«Y 
* 
* 
+ 
1 
N 
„ . 
aL 
We 
N 
1 
, 
i 
* 
22 
EY 
4 
FF 
oh, 
by 
, £0 
& 
. 
LE, 
* 
* 
"| 
# 
Ls 
þ 


( 19 ) 
det the like pernicious Diſtinction of Guelph and Gibellines, 
and as if that Diviſion were not enough, each Branch of it 
admits of Subdiviſions, State Whigs and Church Whigs, 
State-Tories, and Church-Tories, King Wiltam's Tories, 
and King James Tories,Conrt-Whigs and Country Whigs. 
There's another Denomination very common among us, 
which carries the moſt plaufible and generous Aſpect of all 
the reſt, and that's an Engliſh Man, but then it neceſſarily 
implys, that there's a Party among us, who are not thought 
worthy of that Character. We have yet Badges of Divi- 
ſion of a more modern Impreſſion, and that is Old Com- 
pany Men and New Company Men, Old Miniſtry Men and 
New Miniſtry Men, and under Spur Leathers to both, and 
as if our Hydra had not yet Heads enough, there's new 
ones ſtill a ſpringing up, theres Addreſſers and Non- Addreſ- 
ſers, and as if we were condemn'd to a Superfztation of 
Diviſions in infiuitum, no ſooner does a new Diviſion 
ſpring up, but ſtraight there ariſes another almoſt cœvous 
with it ſelf; for we ſcarce heard of Addreſſers, and Non- 
Addreſſers, but as ſoon we heard of thoſe who Addreſſed 
for the continuation of the late Parliament, and theſe were 
call'd Church of England Addrefles, and of others who Ad- 
dreſs d for calling a new one, and theſe tho never ſo good 
Churchmen were branded as Fanaticks; ſome promiſe to 
defend the Succeſſion as ſettled in the Proteſtant Line, 
and the Church as by Law eſtabliſh'd, and ſome Addreſs 
without any mention either of Church or Succeſſion; 


fome in their Addreſſes reflect upon the old Miniſtry, and 


applaud the Proceedings of the Commons againſt them, 
and others in their Addreſſes inveigh as ſharply againſt the 
new Miniſtry, as is obvious to any Man that reads them, 
o that we are divided in our very Prayers to God and to 
the King. Some Addreſs againſt the French King and the 
pretended Prince of Wales, in ſuch a manner as beſpeaks 
their being truly Cordial and Sincere in what they * and 
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ſme mention thoſe two Perſons in their Addreſſes like a. 
toothleſs Aſs mumbling Thiſtles; or like a Patient ſwallow- 
ing a Potion of Phyſick, fo much againſt their Stomach as 
infallibly Prognoſticates, that they will vomit it up again, 
ſome talk of a War, as if their Swords werealrcady bran- 
diſh'd, and their Taxes paid into the Treaſury, and others 
talk of it in ſuch a manner, as ſufficiently declares their 
Averſion to contribute any thing towards it by Purſe or Per- 
fon ; ſome are for ail ſting our Allies with Foreign Troops 
hir d with our Money; ſome are for troubling our ſelves 
with no Alliances at all, but think we are able to defend. 
our ſelves with our Fleet, and let the reft of Europe take 
its Fate ; ſome are for a ſtanding Force, and ſome are for 
none at all; ſome are for having all the People of England, 
exercis d in Arms, becaute they reckon that they will not 
readily be falſe to themſelves,and alledge for this the ancient 
Practiſe of the Nation and the preſent practiſe of our Planta- 
tions in the Weſt-Indies, by which they have defended . 
themſelves againſt the common Enemy without a ſtanding 
Force ; but others are againſt this, becauſe they think it 
would be dangerous to the Prerogative, as if that and the 
Peoples Intereſt ſhould ever thwart one another; ſome are 
for preſerving the Peace of Europe, in ſuch a Senſe as they 
would have the French King remain undiſturb'd 1n all 
his Uſurpations, and ſome are for a War, in order to pro- 
cure a more ſolid and laſting Peace z ſome are for the 
Lords, and others for the Commons, and ſome think there 
were Faults on both ſides, and are for ſtriking a Medium; 
ſome are for a Monarchy,and others for a Common wealth, 
and they again crumble into Subdiviſions. Of the Royal 
lifts, ſome are for a limited, and others for an abſolute 
Monarchy, and amongſt the Republicans; ſome are for 
an Ariſtocracy, others for a Democracy, and they are not 
agreed among themſelves, whether Holland, Venice, Swiſſer— 
{zed, or Hairington's Oceana ſhall be the Model. Nay, our 

very. 
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very Jacobites are divided among themſelves, as appears 


by the E. of Melforts late Letter; ſome were for having the 
the late King brought in by French Arms, (and no doubt 
its the ſame with his pretended Son) and others were for 
having it effected with the Conſent of the People; ſome 
of them again are for his giving Liberty of Conſcience, 


and others againſt it, ſome of them are for a ſeparate Church 


of England under the Ghoſtly Conduct of the Nonjurant 
Biſhops and Clergy, others are for complying with the 

reſent Church as well as with the preſent Government, 
which they own to be ſuch de facto, tho not de jure. 


Then if we take a View of the State of the Nation as 


to Religion, we are divided into Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
and the latter as appearsby an ingenious and particular Ac- 
count of it, printed about twa Years ago, are more nume- 


rous and inſolent at preſent, than they have been perhaps 
ſince the beginning of King Charles iſt's Reign, when his 
French Popiſh Queen ſhar'd his Throne as well as his Bed. 
As to the Subdiviſions among the Papiſts, it ſigniſies little 
to our Subject to take any notice of them, for tho' ſome of - 


them are ſo moderate as to think they ought to live quietly 


under any Government, that ſecures them intheir Property, . 


yet our Engliſh Papiſts being generally Perverts,and by Con- 
ſequence decl.:r'd Traitors to the Engliſh Conſtitution, it 
follows naturally that they muſt be Enemies to a Govern- 


ment, which conſiders them no otherwiſe than as Crimi- 


nal Subjects. 
But to return to the Proteſtants They are divided 


into Churchmen and Diſſenters, and each of theſe have 


! 


their Subdiviſions. There's King William's Churchmen - 


and King James's Churchmen, as already mentioned. 
There's High Churchmen and Moderate Churchmen; the 
former think Epiſcopacy of Divine Right, and ſome of 


them fly ſo high, as to ſay, There's no Salvation without 


it; the latter think that Epiſcopacy and Ceremonies - 
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-only the Product of Eccleſiaſtical Prudence and Order, and 
derive their chief Authority from the Statute Book; the 
| former are for bringing all Men to a ſtrict Uniformity by 
| Poenal Laws; the latter are for indulging their fellow 
| Chriſtians, and againſt a coercive power in Matters Reli- 
gious. Some of them again are Arminians, and others 
Calviniſts, and a third ſort of the middle way. Some of 
them are for Paſſive Obedience in the Sence it was taught 
in the late Reigns; ſome of them are for reconciling that 
Doctrine with the Principles of the Revolution; ſome of 
them are for ſigning the Articles of the, Church as Terms 
of Peace; others are for ſubſcribing them as the Confeſſion 
of their own Faith, and the principal Terms of Commu- 
nion with the Church; ſome of them are for the Morality 
of the Sabbath, and others againſt it, and for a Book of 
Sports, and of late we have a new Diviſion ſtarted among 
them, purſued with Acrimony and Heat enough, about the 
Power of the upper and lower Houſes of Convocation. 
Then as to the Diſſenters, they are ſubdivided into Preſ- 
byterians, Independants, Quakers and others; and each 
of theſe have their Subdiviſions : And as all of them are 
againſt the eſtabliſhed Church, the Church is likewiſe 
againſt all of them. This weakens our Mutual Confidence 
in one another, creates Animoſities and Jealouſies, and 
makes us far leſs conſiderable than otherwiſe we ſhould be. 
However, it's our great Happineſs that much of the Poy- 
ſon and Malignity of thoſe multiplied Diviſions is taken 
away ſince the Revolution, by the laying aſide of the Pe- 
nal Laws. Perſecution always increaſes Rancour , and 
4 hightens Religious Diviſions, and therefore is never pra- 
. C̃tis d but in ſuch Governments where Tyranny is delign'd, 
| and indeed moſt of thoſe Differences among Eccleſiaſticks 
have been from time to time fomented by Arbitrary Prin- 
ces, that they might divide their Subjects, in order to ſet 
up an Arbitrary Sway; thus they make their Protection 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to all Parties, and grant it to ſuch of them by 
turns as they find moſt for their Intereſt, It follows then 
by neceſlary Conſequence, that the beſt way to remove 
thoſe Diviſions is to allow none of the contending Parties 
any Power over another, and that ſince Eccleſiaſticks are 
generally too narrow Sould to enlarge their Terms of 
Communion, the State ſhould do it for them, and not ſuft- 
fer one part of their Subjects to tear to pieces, and to A- 
nathematize another that differs from them in ſuch things 
as cannot be found plainly expreſs d in the Text, or natu- 
rally deducible from it. It's therefore the Intereſt of the 
State to reduce all that is to be injoin d, for Faith and Practiſe 
to the Standard of Revelation, without allowing any hu- 
mane Impoſitions for Terms of Communion, and in ſuch 
things as they differ from one another, they ought to be 
oblig d to a Mutual Forbearance. This is the Apoſtles 
Rule for the Chriſtian Church;and when Eccleſiaſtics come 
to ſuch a Temper of their own accord, or by the Care and 
Conduct of the Civil Magiſtrate, then and not till then, 
are we to expect the return of Primitive Simplicity and 
true Catholick Chriſtianity, which will make the Lyon 
lye down with the Lamb, and prevent Religions bein 
made a Firebrand to Civil Contentions, or a Stalking Horſe 8 
for Ambitious Princes to cover their Arbitrary Deſigns. - 

So far we have taken a View of the black {ide of the 
Cloud, and would to God we had any juſt Ground to ap- 
prehend that our Skie begins to clear. Of all the Threat- 
ning and dangerous Symptomes that are viſible upon us, 
our Parliamentary Diviſions look with the moſt fatal Af: 
pee ; when the Head and Intellectuals come once to be 

ected, tis certain the Diſtemper is riſen to a dangerous 
hight, and that a Criſis is haſtening upon us, which will 
either cure or kill. It's hop'd that by the late Receſs and 
Diſſolution, the Cauſes of former Differences are ſo much 
forgotten, as to be no more remembred, or at lealt ſo as — 


— << 


LF 
pe laid aſide till a more convenient time. We are like te 
be attack'd by a common Enemy, whoſe Power grows 
more formidable every day; let us then have ſo much 
common Prudence as to lay aſide our Inteſtine Quarrels, 
till we be deliver'd from our Foreign Adverſary. I re- 
member to have read a remarkable Paſſage in our own 
Hiſtory, that during an Inundation or a Land Flood in 
Somerſetſhire, as I take it, ſeveral Beaſts of Prey, and 
ſuch others, as they naturally prey upon and hunt after, 
were forc'd to take Sanctuary together in a riſing Ground, 
and their common Danger did ſo much abate their natural 
Enmity that they herded together very peaceably. No- 
thing but a Judicial Infatuation, can hinder Engliſhmen 
at ſuch a Juncture as this, to have leſs Wiſdom and Con- 
duct than thoſe Engliſh Brutes. It's hop d that our con- 
tending Parties are neither of them ſo fond of Popery and 
Slavery, as to give the French King an opportunity to 
entail them upon us while they purſue their Animolities 
againſt one another. We ought to conſider well, whe- 
ther thoſe Differences be not fomented among us by his 
means. The Town hath been ſufficiently ſtunnd with 
the noiſe of a meeting betwixt ſome Gentlemen, and one 
of his Agents, and the Fr. Lewidores have clink'd ſo loud as 
to be hear d thro all England. Therefore it concerns us to 
beware of Heats at home leſt they ſhould bring Fire and 
Sword upon us from abroad. We have greater Concerns now 
to mind than, whether the Whiggs or Tories ſhall be upper- 
moſt in Court or Parliament, nor is it any way proper for 
us to liſten to thoſe party Allarms, that are ſounded ſo 
high by virulent Pamphlets on both ſides If the Deciſion 
of the Controverſie be referred to the Nation, it's ten to 
one but they will determine that they have been injured by 
both, and that the Leaders of the ſeveral Factions have 
minded their own Credit and Profit more than they _ 

N one 
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done the Honour and Intereſt or their Country. It's all 
one to the good People of England, if their Blood and 
Treaſure be laviſhly ipent, and their Liberty and Proper- 
ty be undermin'd, whether it be done by a Whigg or Tory; 
they have both appeal'd to the Publick by their Writings, 
and the Public is apt to think they are both to blame, and 
if the Janglings be further continued to the neglect of the 
publick Affairs of the Nation, and its Allies, the Peo- 
ple will readily be inclind to think both of them Cri- 
minal. 

It's hop'd that the general diſſatis faction which appear'd 
in the Kingdom at the late unſeaſonable Heats, and the 
extravagant Hight they arrived to, may have coold ſome 
of thoſe Firebrands ot Contention, which were unhappily 
thrown in among us. 

The contending Parties may reſt fatisfied, that the chief 
Fruits they are to expect from their mutual Quarrels, will be 
their blackning one another ſo, as to make both of em odious 
to the World; when the one falls foul upon the Treaty of 
Partition, as a Breach of the Grand Alliance, the other 
replys that ſuppoſing it to be as black as they would have 
it, they can never make it ſo culpable as ſuffering the French 
King to go away with the whole; and owning the Duke 
of Anjou in his Uſurpation. If the one throw Dirt upon 
the Modern Whiggs; the other is as zealous to beſpat- 
er the old Tories, if the one be charg'd with raiſing to 
themſelves prodigious Eſtates, with procuring unlawful 
Grants, and with concurring to keep up a ſtanding Army; 
there are that will tell ye, that the charge is falſe, or, at 
leſt aggravated to the utmoſt Extent, and that” ſuppoſing 
it to be true, the other Party was guilty of all theſe 
things in the late Reigns, to much worſe purpoſes, for 
theſe Eſtates, and theſe Troops were deſigned for no 
other end, but to ſupport our preſent Conſtitution, where- 
as thoſe Eſtates, thoſe Grants, and thoſe Troops were de- 
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fiend for the utter Subverſion of our Religion and Li- 
berty. It were endleſs, and to no purpoſe to go thro all the 
Particulars of the Charge, which the Parties have brought 
againſt one another, nor can it have any other 1 ect, but 
to augment the Flame of Contention, Which burns too 
fercely already, to need any additional Fewel The Na- 
tion ſterds in need of (ordials and not of Corroſives, 
and the only way for both Parties to ſhew themſelves 
gocd Patriots, ard to recover their Credit with the Peo- 
ple, is for the one Party to demonſtrate by their future 
Behavicur, that they are ſtill the Men they formerly pro- 
feſo d to be, ard for the other to demonſtrate in like man- 
ner, that ihey are not the Men they were formerly known to 
be, and thus far we may make bold to ſay, that the Nati- 
tion will ſcarcely look upon the latters purſuing of party 
Quarrels with ſo much Partiality, and their creating of 
Delays in ſuch Meaſures as ovght to be taken againſt the 
Common Enemy, to be true marks of a ſincere Converſi- 
on, no more then they will look upon the Treaty of Parti- 
tion, Grants, Bribes, Penſions, and ſtanding Armies, Sc. 
charged upon the former to be marks of a ſteady Perſeve- 
rance. It's things and not Men and Parties, that we muſt 
now have our Eye upon. We ought to be fecking ſor Ex- 
pedients of Unicn, and not to ſpendour time in raking into 
the paſt Faults of Perſons and Parties, which can have 
no other Iſſue, but to highten our Diviſions. We ought 
to know nothing of Faction in ſuch a Juncture as this, 
when our Endeavours ſhould be united againſt thecommon 
Enemy, but if nothing leſs will ſerve thoſe that ſeem now 
to be meſt intent upen the Deſign of ſetting up ons 
Party, and throwing cown another, than an abſolute 
Conqueit over the Perſons and Reputations of thoſe: 
they account their Adverſaries. It may be ealily 
foreicen without a Spirit of Prophecy that the Par- 
ty attackt wul make a vigorous Defence, and if no other 
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Weapons, but thoſe of Recrimination will do, it may 
readily be foretold which of the Parties will look with 
the bluckeſt Aſpect at long-run. There have been and ſtill 
may be ill Men on both ſides, but when the Degrees 
and nature of the Crimes, and the direct Influence which 
the reſpe&tive Principles of the contending Parties may 
have upon the Faults, that both of them are charg'd 
with, come to be examind and compard, 'tis no hard 
matter to gueſs on which {ide the Ballance will turn, 
and which of the Part.es will appear to be moſt natural- 
ly adapted to preſerve or deſtroy the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution. It will therefore be the Wiſdom of the 
Purſuers not to be too eager in the Chaſe, it has been 
many times known that a too fierce Aſſailant, hath loſt 
his Life, by venturing, too boldly upon the point of a 
retiring Defendant : And thoſe that are for the true In- 
tereſt of England, who it's hop'd are by far the moſt nu- 
merous Party, when they ſee the contending Parties ſo 
much taken up in the Defence of their own Intereſt and 
Credit, as to neglect thoſe of the Nation, they may be ob- 
lig d to take ſuch Meaſure3 as to out them both. 

We read of many Prodigies that went before the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, moſt of them fill'd the Minds of 
the Spectators with the expectation of ſome terrible Event, 
but none of em did ſo naturally Prognoſticate the Ruine of 
that City, as their irreconcileable Factions among themſelves, 
when they were all attackt by the common Enemy. Our 
Caſe is much the ſame, we have a formidable Enemy 
without, yet are full of Factions within, and the nearer 
the Enemy approaches, the more fierce is our Party War. If 
we continue in this Diſpoſition it's eaſie to foreſee the Event. 

By this means we muſt of neceſſity either be over-run by 
the Power of the Fr. King, or become a Prey to our own 
Government, when ever we have the Misfortune to fall un: 
der the Conduct of an 9 and Aſpiring Prince. 

2 It's 
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It's the natural Genius and Conſtitutio n of all ſuch Mo- 
narchs to foment Differences on purpoſe, and to play one 
Party againſt another, till they make both of them their 
Slaves and Vaſſals, as the French Kings have for many 
Years done by tl eir miſcrable Subjects, and therefore its 
the hight of Folly and Madnels for the People of England, 
to ſuffer themſelves to be any further practis d upon by 
ſuch unnatural and unreaſonable Divilions. 

There is this which is ſomething odd in our C:ſe, and 
perhaps renders the Cure more difficult. Ihe Contencing 
Parties do both of them profeſs a Cordial Affection to his 
Majeſty's Perſon, and a mighty Zeal for the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and yet are divided into Whiggs and Tories ; 


and under theſe Denominations, keep up an unnatural. 


Ferment in the Kingdom, ſo that whatever is propos d or 
favour'd by the one, is generally opposd and ſuſpected 
by the other, tho' never ſo good or rational! in its ſelf. 
1 hus we have ſeen Tories in this Reign contrary to their 
old Principles act as Whiggs, and Whigęs in the ſame 
manner act lile Tories. The Reaſon is obvious. The 
Tories by their Principles were Enemies to the Revoluti- 
on, and therefore being afraid of the preſcnt Govern- 
ment, were oblig'd to make uſe of the Whiggith Principle 
to lay it under Reftraints, and keep it within the Bounds 
of Law, left it ſhould totally crufh them, this oblig d 
them in ſome things to act the part of good Patriots 
for th:ir own Safety. On the other hand, the Whiggs 
jaying uſide all Jealouſte of a Government, rounded on a 
popular Baſis, and willing to fecure themielves againit 
thoſe who were of the contrary | arty, have perhaps con- 
cur d to allow this Covernment a greater Liberty in tome 
things, than they would hare been willing to allow another 
thar had been their Enemy. and fo far they have been in 
the wrong. It can never be the Intereſt of a wiſe People 
to allow a good Government any more Power than they 
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would allow a bad one, becauſc, as Solomon tells us, with rela- 
ti on to private Inheritance, Vo Man knows whether he that 
co mes after him will be a wiſe Mam or a Fool. Tis as impoſſible 
for People in an Hereditary Government to know whether 
the next Succeſſor will ſway according to Law, or govern m 
an Arbitrary manner. Whoever is peſſeſſed of the Monarchy, 
will graſp at all the power that hath been allowed their 
Pre deceſſors, ard let them be as bed as Nero or Domitian, 


they ſhall always fird a Party in the State that will fall in 


with their Veaſures for the fake of Pleces or Penſions, and 
the Clergy that they protect in the pcſſeſſion of the 
Church, end indulge with a Liberty to perſecute others, 
will be ſure to prezch them up es Sacred and Inviolable, 
and conſecrate them with the Title of God's Vicegerent. 
There's no Man can call this in Queſtion who will be at 
the pairs to caſt his Eye over the Channel, and take a view 
of the Government of France for theſe laſt two hundred 
Years: Or look buck on our own late Reigns. 

This Conſideration alone might ſerve to unite our 
Vhiges and our Tories, would they but allow themſelves 
the uſe of their Reaſon. They have both of rhem felt the 
weight of oppoſite Governments, and when that was their 
reſpective Lot, they both endeavoured to lay the Govern- 
ment under Reſtraints, and to keep the Executive Power 
within the Limits of the Law. This Harmony in Practice 
ought to unite them 1n Principle, and to bring them both to 
conſider that they ſhould not allow that againſt Others, 
which they would not have done againſt themſelves, and 
as the Natural Reſult of this, they ought both to concur in 
reducing our Corer rment to the Original Standard of all 
Government, Which is a Power to do Good, but to de- 
prive them of all Power of being unjuſt to their Peo- 
pie. And then, and not till then, will our Gever- 


no. ts be truly the Vicegerents of Cod Almighty, whos 
can : 
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can do no Injuſtice to his Creatures that he governs. Out 
contending Parties have made a conſiderable advance to- 
wards this, in the late Act for ſettling the Succeſſion, which 
together with their joint owning of the prefent Govern- 
ment, unites them both in t Whiggtti Principle and 
deſtroys the very Notion of Toru”, tor properly ſpeaki::s 
no Tory can ſubmit to the Rc tn or agree to the 
Act of Succeſſion. The Matter bi U, it's the mot un- 
reaſonable thing in the World, that chen Billin tion 
ſhould ſtil! obtain amongſt thoſe, why . ing 
William, or ure allo, d any Share in the Amnmmtiration; 
the Thins by that means beiug deftroy d theres no Rea- 
ſon to keep up the Name, lor there can be no Tory in 
the proper Senſe of the Word, but thoſe who always ad- 
her d to the late King, and do now own his pretended 
Son. 


I know it is objected by ſome of the Whigs that a 
ſtrong Party of de fatio Tories abandond the late King, 
when they ſaw his Caule deſperate, and fell in with the 
preſent Government; that thoſe Men have chang'd Maſt- 
ers, but not Principles, and endeavour to get into the Ad- 
miniſtration, and to recommend themſelves to the Govern- 
ment, as more fit to be imploy'd for the ſupport of the Mo- 
narchy than thoſe of the Revolution Principles. Theſe 
Men (fay they) think that there's a vaſt Difference be- 
twixt a Government in its Infancy and Maturity, that 
Princes while their Poſſeſſion is diſputed, or the Succeſs 
of their Claim uncertain, will for their own Intereſt fall 
in with the Party that is molt averſe to the Gover- 
nor in Poſſeſſion, but being once ſettled, and in no fear of 
the outed Governor; their Intereſt leads them to fall 
in with the Party that continued firm to the laſt Govern- 
ment, as long as they could with Safety, becauſe tis an Ar- 
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gument that they are Perſons of moſt Honour, and of 
Principles leaſt adapted to control their Monarchs, and 
therefore more fit to be truſted than thoſe that were 
for the Revolution. When once ſuch Men can get into 
the Adminiſtration, and that we have the Misfortune of 
falling under the Government of a weak Frince, they will 
be for advancing the Perogative as high as ever, in or- 
der to aſcertain themſelves of the Princes Favour, and 
will break thro' all thoſe Limitations and Reſtraints, 
which they concur'd to lay upon a Prince, that they 
could not bring to fall in with their Meaſures, and who 
according to them was only a King de facto, which 
in plain Engliſh is no other than an Uſurper, and there. 
fore we have not only reaſon to be ſuſpicious of thoſe 
Men's Convetlion, ſince at beſt we can reckon them no 
other than Tories at large, but we have reaſon likewiſe 
to be jealous of all that they do, and to oppoſe whatever 
they attempt towards laying a Reſtraint on the Preroga- 
tive, leſt by diſobliging the Government we ſhould 
loſe it to that fide, and by that means throw our 
{elves unavoidably into all the Calamities of the late 


Reigns. 


To this it may be anſwered, That though theſe 
things are juſtly enough ſuſpected of ſome particular 
Men, it were great want of Charity to charge it upon 
the whole Party. Many of them may be actually con-- 
vinc'd by what has been debated in Parliament, and writ- 
en ſince the Revolution upon that Subject, and others may 
be ſatisfied from their own Obſervation, that ſuch Prin- 
Ciples as they were formerly led into, are inconſiſtent 
with the Good of the Feople, which is the ultimate 
End of all Magiſtracy; that for ſuch of them as come 
:nto the Government upon Views which are contrary to 
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the Intereſt of England, they ought when they diſco: 
ver themſelves to be treated as Enemies to their Country : 
But it will by no means follow, that the beſt way tor 
the Whiggs to ſecure themſelves againſt them, is to 
20 over to their old Principles, and to adviſe or concur 
with one Government in any thing that may be in- 
troductive of Arbitrary Power under another. 


It is evident, That the beſt way to be delivered from 
ſuch an ill fort of Men as this Objection ſuppoſe;, is to 
fall in with them in whatever they propoſe for the 
Security of the People's Liberty, without enquiring what 
Principle it flows from : For by this Means they will 
be rendered Uncapable of practiſing any of thoſe 
Things that the OBFEGTIO N charges them 
to have in deſign, but muſt be taken in their own 


Snare. 


As to that part of the Objection which relates to 
the diſobliging of the preſent Government, it's the great- 
eſt piece of Injuſtice that can be offered to his Ma- 
jeſtys Character and Conduct; he came to ſet us at 
Liberty at firſt, and by his accepting our Bill of Right 
then, and his agreeing to the Act of Succeſſion now, 
he hath clearly manifeſted to the World, his readineſs 
to grant what may really tend to the Good of the 
Subject, ſo that if any thing to the contrary hath 
happened or ſhall happen, during his Reign, it muſt 
and ought to be charged to the Account of ſuch Apo- 
ſtate Whiggs, and Temporizing Tories, as the Ob- 
jection repreſents to us. 


There's 
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There's another thing in which the contending Parties 
ſeem to Unite, and that is in reſenting the Aﬀront put 
upon His Majeſty and the Nation, by the French King's 
owning the Pretended Prince of Wales asKing of England, 
Scotland and Ireland; and in maintaining the Succeſſion 
as Eſtabliſhed by the late AQ. This is a main Point, 
which the Nation fo cordially falls in with, that if the 
Revolution Party be not deprived of all Judgment and 
Conduct, it puts them in a Capacity of rooting outToriſm 
for ever. | 

It has been faid already, that none but Tories, pro- 
perly fo call*d, will own, or are in Principle and Affection 
for that Pretended Prince; and their number, is to be 
hop'd, is ſo ſmall, that taking in their elder Brethren the 
Papiſts to their Aſſiſtance, they are not capable of giving 
us much trouble. Then as to the De facto Men, who are 
and will be of this or that Side, according as 'tis up- 
permoſt; this JunQure affords us the beſt Opportunity 
that can be of putting their Principles to the Trial, and 
of keeping ſuch of them out of all Offices in Church and 
State, as will not renounce that Pretended Prince and his 
Heirs and Succeſſors for ever. 

There's the ſame Reaſon for this, that there was for 
the Oath of Supremacy and the Sacramental Teſt. The 
Deſign of both thele was to prevent the Influence of 
any Forcign Head, or Juriſdiction upon this Kingdom, 
becauſe *twas known that the Papiſts have all of 'em a 
dependance upon the See of Rome. The Reaſon holds 
as ſtrong in this Caſe, for that Pretended Prince and his 
Well-wiſhers muſt depend upon the Aſſiſtance, and be 
govern'd by the Councils of the French King, which 
will bring England as much under the Subjection of 
France, as is now the Spaniſh Netherlands. For that Pre- 
tended Prince, by his ſuppos'd Father's dying Words, 
by his Education, and by his Intereit, muſt be obliged 


= follow the Dictates of the French Court. Were our 
F | Sacra- 
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Sacramental Teſt chang'd into a Civil one of this Na- 
ture, twould ſecure the Nation againſt the ſecret Arti- 
fices of hidded Enemies, and let into our Aſſiſtance 
thoſe who are known be its Cordial Friends. Many 
ſuch are now hindered from ſerving it, upon the Ac- 
count of a far leſs difference than that which there muſt 
of neceſſity be-betwixt thoſe who are real Friends to our 
preſent Conſtitution, and ſuch as are for the Pretended 
Prince of Wales. 

*Tis well enough known that the Sacramental Teſt was 
Orignally deſign'd againſt the Papiſts, and levell'd di- 
rectly at their Head, the late King, when Duke of York; 
but by the Artifice of the Court, and the Intemperate 
Zeal of the Laudean Faction of the Church, was turn'd a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters. Tho? that was no ſtrange thing then, 
yet *tis really ſurprizing now, that under a Government 
founded on an Engliſh Bafis, ſuch a Badge of Servitude 
ſhould be continued upon ſo numerous a Body of Engliſh- 
Proteſtants. This makes them look like ſo many Aliens, 
or rather like People that are Enemies to their Country, 
and not fit to be truſted, or not able to ſerve it. Twere 
certainly the Intereſt of England to have this Badge of 
Diviſion remov'd, that ſhe may not be continually de- 
prived of the Service of ſo many uſeful Subjects, that 
own no dependance upon any Foreign Head or Church, 
and by Conſequence can have no other Intereſt but 
that of their Country, This would take off that Im- 
putation from our Legiſlature, of Proſtituting that Sacred 
Ordinance to a Lucrative and Secular End. If we allow'd 
our ſelves freedom of thought, we ſhould quickly be 
convinced, that as it interferes with our Saviour's Prero- 
gative of Governing his Church, to injoin any other 
Terms of Chriſtian Communion, than what he himſelf 
hath appointed in the Sacred Text; it does likewiſe in- 
terfere with God's Prerogative of Governing the World, 
to require any other than the Moral Qualifications, 2 2 
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he hath appointed for Men in Places of Publick Trufts 
viz, That they be Men of Ability, fearing God, and 
hating Covetouſneſs; the deviatiog from this Rule is 
the Bane of all Government. Tis our own fault that 
this hurtful and uſeleſs diſtinction is now continued: His 
Majeſty preſs'd the removal of it, and the Church, who 
promiſed, when in danger by the late King. to come to 
a Temper, has no reaſon to oppoſe it; the Diſſenting 
Clergy have a great many other Fences to leap over, 
before they can come at Eccleſiaſtical Benefices; and 
one would think it's Puniſhment enough, that the Dil- 
ſenting Laics are doubly Tax'd to the Clergy and Poor, 
(for it's known that they muſt contribute to thoſe of the 
Church, and wholly maintain their own) tho? they be 
ſet upon an equal footing with others of the Laity, and 
made capable of Places of Truſt and Profit as well as 
they. Many of that Party are generally blamed for 
promiſing to concur with the late King to take off the 
Penal Laws; and they are charged with having Coun- 
tenanc'd his diſpenſing Power, when he deliver d them, 
(who indeed were the only Perſons that felt the ſmart of 
thoſe Laws) from Proſecution upon that Account. This 
makes it evidently the Intereſt of England, to free 
that Party from ſuch Temptations in time to come; for 
as all Men are Fleſh and Blood, it is found by Experi- 
ence, that Parties of all ſorts will fall in with thoſe Mea- 
ſures that tree them from Oppreſſion, without conſider- 
ing whether they be ſtritl; arranted by Law. It's 
known that the Church of Exgland's Concurrence with 
the Prince of Orange was againſt cxprels Statutes, and the 
celebrated Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience : Than ſince all 
Parties have own'd in their turns, that their own ſafety 
is to them the ſupream Law, and that there are few Men 
now. a- days ſo ſuperſtitiouſly addicted to the Obſervance 
of the Laws of their Country as Socrates, who would 
rather die, than ſcem to diſobey them by fleeing from 
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Puniſhment, tho' they were wreſted to his Deſtruction. 
It's the Intereſt of England rather to make the Diſſen- 
ters, who are ſo conſiderable a Body of Proteſtants, 
more eaſie, than to lay them under further reſtraints, as 
was attempted by ſome in the laſt Houſe of Commons. 
This obliged the firſt ſubordinate Magiſtrate of the King- 
dom, who has behav'd himſelf ſo in his Poſt, as to 
pleaſe the beſt and trueſt Sons of the Church, to lay, 
That if that Act came to be paſs'd in his time, he 
would lay down his Office ; but this muſt be ſubmitted 
to our Legiſlators. 5 
There's nothing can be of greater Concern to this 
Nation, than to be effectually ſecur d againſt the Claims 
of the Pretender, his Heirs and Succeſſors; for it is now 
undeniable, that the French King hath not only eſpous'd 
his Quarrel himſelf, but hath entail'd it upon his Son 
and Grandſons, and all the Princes of the Blood, who 
promis'd in Publick Council to Engage in it; and have 
avow'dly own'd him as a Prince of their own Blood, 
whom they will not abandon. Beſides, *tis very well 
known that they have another String to their Bow, if 
this ſhould fail, which is the Pretenſions of his ſuppoſed 
Siſter ; for whoſe Legitimacy they themſelves will be- 
come Vouchers, becauſe ſhe was Born in their Coun- 
try ; and by Marrying her to one of their own Princes, 
they have a very good claim to the Soveraignty over 
us; ſo that they don't much queſtion to have us an- 
nex'd to their Crown as a Province, one way or other ; 
or if they allow us the Title of a diſtinct Kingdom, 
they will take care that we ſhall be as little able to Con- 
troul their Crown, as are the Normans and Britains at 
this Day. | 
The Caſe being thus, it is our Intereſt in the firſt 
place, to take prudent Meaſures at Home, for d1i'cover- 
ing who they are that the French rely upon here, and 
what fort of aſſurance they have given 'em for ſupport- 


ing 
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ing the Intereſt of that Pretender. This is ſo much the: 
more neceſſary, becauſe the French King has the Confi- 
dence to aſſert every where by His Miniſters, that his own- 
ing the Prince of Wales as King of Great-Britain, &c. is 
no Infraction of the Treaty of Reſwick. It's true indeed, 
that by the Fourth Article of that Treaty we ſeem to have 
no further Security againſt the Claims of that Suppoſititi- 
ous Prince than during His Majeſty's Life; but it does not 
follow from thence, that the ſetting up of his Title before, 
his Majeſty's Death is not a Breach of the Treaty, except 
the French King have ſome other Authority for it than 
is known to the World. It is our Concern to be at the 
bottom of his Reaſons; and whatever they be, to ſecure 
our ſelves againſt them, except we have a Mind tamely 
to ſubmit our Necks to the Yoke of Popery and Slavery. 

In order to this it would ſeem neceſſary that we ſhould 
have either ſuch a Teſt as that before-mentioned, to ſecure 
us againſt the Pretender's ſecret Friends, or ſome other Ex- 
pedient, ſuch as the united Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall think 
proper for that End. It's ſcarcely to be ſuppos d that du- 
ring the Nation's Reſentments of the Aﬀront put upon 
us in this Matter by the French King, any of the Impo- 
ſtor's Friends will dare to venture on a publickOppolition- 
to ſuch a Security; and therefore now is the time ro 
preſs it. ; 

If it be objected that we are ſufficiently ſecur'd by the 
AQ of Succeſſion. We may readily anſwer, that if a Door 
be left open for the Impoſtor'sFriends to worm themſelves 
into the Adminiſtrat ion at home, and by that Means to con- 
ccrt Meaſures. with our common Enemy abroad, to bring 
the Pretender over with an armed Force, either before, or 
immediately after the King's Death, our Act of Succeſſion 
won't ſignifie a Farthing; and that this may be practiced, 
if due Preventions be not made uſe of, is plain beyond 
Contradiction. It's very much talked of, that ſome Per- 


ſons of no {mall Figure could ſcarcely forbear, when the 
; Duke 
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Duke of Gloxceſter was alive, openly to ſpeak in Commen- 
dation of the Pretender, in Preſence of thoſe where common 
Prudence would have taught them to forbear it, and it 
has been as much diſcours'd, that very unbecoming Re- 
ſpects have been paid to him beyond Sea, by thoſe that 
ought not to have done it. Whether theſe things be fo or 
not, it's Englands Concern, that all who are entruſted 
with our Adminiſtration ſhould be clear of Suſpicion ; and 
therefore *twould ſeem but prudent, that none of thoſe 
who were evil Counſellors in the late Reigns, or any 
wzys concern'd in the Contrivance or Execution of the Ar- 
bitrary Deſigns that were then carried on, ſhould be intruſt- 
ed in the Management of public!: Affairs, now, (except 
they have given ſatisfactory Provis of their Repentance 


and Reformation) It may happen otherwiſe, that we {hall 


be leſt in the Hands of thoſe very Men that His Majeſty 
came to deliver us from; and if that be the Caſe, we may 
eaſily foreſee that our Act of Succeſſion can be no Manner 
of Security. 

The Nation has Reaſon to inſiſt upon this, and no 
Ground to doubt of His Majeſty's Gracious Compliance 
with it; becauſe in his Declaration from the Hague, when 
he was gloriouſly undertaking our Deliverance, he ex- 
preily declar'd againſt thoſe evil Counſellors, 2 promi- 
ſed to do all things which the Two Houſes of Par! ent [hull 


find neceſſary for the Peace, Honour and Safety 7 un, 


ſo that there may be no more Danger of be Nati» © Falling 


at any time hereafter under AtbitraryGoverument. When 
by the vilible Aſſiſtance of God he had happ''y accom- 


piiſhd that Work, the Lords and Commons, in eir De- 
claration of Rights and Liberties did concur wit” is Ma- 
jeſty in his Charge againſt thoſe evil Connſellor: » having 
endeavoured to ſubvert theProteſtant Rellgion, and vs aud 
Liberties of the Kjrgdow. S9 that if we ſhoul + - che 
Hands of ſuch Adminiſtrators at the time of Bi +! jcity's 
Death,'twould be ſuch an Indelible Evidence o «pu!ta- 
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tizing and unſteady Temper, as no time will be able to 
vindicate us from. 

Another thing that ſeems neceſſary for our Security, is 
a League for making our Act of Succeſſion effectual. The 
Neceſſity of this appears plain from the Conſideration of 
the Power of France, which eſpouſes the Cauſe of the Pre- 


tender. It will readily be granted, that if we be left to 
our ſelves, France, and our own Malecontents, may give us 


a great deal of Trouble; and therefore ſuch an Alliance 
would be very convenient. The Houle of Hanover is not 
capable of doing much by its ſelf, becauſe it has no Na- 


val Force, yet their Intereſt in the Empire to give France 


a Diverſion that way, and their Iofluence upon the Nor- 


thern Crowns,and the States of Holland, may be of Uſe to 
us: The latter indeed are the only Peop'e capable of do- 


ing us the greateſt Service, becauſe of their Nearneſs and 
mighty Power both by Sea and Land. We have no Rea. 
ſon to doubt but His Majeſty's Influence, and their own 
Intereſt, will readily bring them into ſuch an Alliance. 
For the Reaſon which induc'd them to aſſiſt the Prince 
of Orange to reſcue us from Popery and Slavery, is as ſtrong, 
or ſtronger, in the preſent Caſe; and that Reaſon, as they 
then declar'd it to all the Foreign Miniſters reſiding at the 


Hague, was, That if Ring James, being in a ſtrict Alliance with 


the French Ring, ſhould obtain an Arbitrary Power over his 
People, thoſe two Kings wonld then endeavour to ruin Hol- 
land as well as England, ont of Intereſt of State, and Hatred 
to the Proteſtant Religion. 


In the next place, we ought not to neglect our Neigh- 


bours of Scotland. Their falling in with us as to the Suc- 
ceſſion, ſhuts a Back- Door, that may otherwiſe open a 


Way to the Ruin cf all the three Nations; Should our 


common Enemy be able to work upon the Reſentments 


of that Nation, for the Treatment they have complain'd 


of, as to Darien, and other Matters, and bring them into 
an Humour to accept the Pretender; and at the ſame time, 


ſhould - 


O 

ſhould he invade us in the . whilſt they annoy us in 
the North, tlie Conſequences might be much worſe than 
ve imagine. We have it in our Power to prevent all that 
is to be feared from thence, by doing them the Juſtice that 
is due to Fellow - Subjects, and ſuffering them to act fo for 
themſelves, as they may rather be an Help than a Burden 
to us. It's well enough known with what Contempt 
that Nation has been treated in publick Aſſemblies by 
ſome perſons; but ſuch indeed as are diſtinguithed by 
nothing but what makes them ſtink in the Noltrils of our 
own People at home; and therefore their Sentimeats are 
not to be much regarded, with Relation to Gur Neighbours 
abroad. There are others that talk of bribing ſome few 
of them with Money; and that the Intereſt of thoſe that 
are ſo brib'd will eaſily bring over the reſt ; but theſe 
Gentlemen don't conlider that Loa XIV. is too old a 
Practitioner in that Art to be outdone in it by new Up- 
ſtarts; and that Men of vendible Souls are always to be pur- 
chas'd by the higheſtBidder, Beſides , as that Practice is 
diſhonourable, it is but very ſeldome that it proves effectu- 
al? for it's only a few Men, and not the whole Nation, 
that can be brib'd ; and when ſuch Deſigns upon a People 
come once to be diſcovered, or are but violently ſuſpected, 
they are ſo far from app-aling'em,that they do but more and 
more enrage them, as was evident from the Proceedings 
in their Jalt Seſſion of Parliament; which notwithſtand- 
ing all endeavours to keep them ſilent, as to Darien, did 
zealoully aſſert their Title to that Colony, and did more 
towards recovering the ancient Liberty of their Country 
than any Parliament ſince the Reſtaurat ion. 

The only way then to obviate all Dangers from that 
ſide, is either to come to ſuch an Union with them as may 
make their Intereſt ours in ali Reſpects; or to ſuffer them, 
without Moleſtation, to ſettle their Succeſſion as we have 
done ours, with ſuch Limitations as they ſhall think moſt 
conducible for {curing their Religion and Liberty. 

By 
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By this means we infallibly oblige the whole Nation, 
which is a much becter way to aſcertain their Friend- 
ſhip, than by eorg2v.n- a Miniſtfy of this or that Facti- 
on, who are in Favour to Day, and in Diſgrace to Mor- 
row, according co the Humour that governs at 
Court. | 

It remains ſtill, that we ought to have a very great re- 
gard to Ireland; thi unhappy Nation, hath oftener than 
once put this Kingdom to a great expence of Blood 
and Treaſure: The Caule was viſibly in the miſma- 
nagement of the late Reigns, and the Influence of their 
Inſtruments, ſince we have been bleſs'd with this. Twill 
be very unhappy for England, if that Country ſhould 
once more become the Seat of a Rebellion, and a Re- 
ceptacle for French Troops. Thoſe of the North of that 
Kingdom, and elſewhere, who were ſo prodigal of their 
Lives and Fortunes to ſupport this Government, ſeem, 
by what unhappy management God knows, not to be 
ſo well ſatisfied with their Compenſation, as to give us 
any ground to expect that they will Act with the like 
Zeal, in Caſe of a new War there. *Tis therefore highly 
Incumbent upon this Nation, to endeavour to remove 
as much as poſſible all Cauſes of diſcontent from the 
Proteſtants of Ireland, and ſeriouſly to endeavour the 
Converſion of the Papiſt there, tho* we ſhould be at 
the charge of a proper Miſſion for that End; but 
without any thing of Dragooning or Penal Laws; 
theſe are Methods fit for the Pope or Mahomet, but no 
way ſuited to the meek and lowly Spirit of the Chriſti- 
an Religion. Much more might have been ſaid with 
referencs to thoſe two Nations, would our deſign'd Bre- 
vity have allowed it. But thus much may be advanc'd 
in ſhort, That it would be the Advantage of Exgland, to 
have both of 'em ſo link'd to us in Intereſt and àffecti- 
on, that it might not be in the Power of Foreign or 
Domeſtick Potentates to make them Back- doors for an In- 
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vation, or Inſtruments of ſetting up an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, as hath been ſeveral times attempted ſince the Reign 
of King James I. | 

We are no leſs concerned to take care of our Weſt-India 
Plantations, which are now in more danger than ever, 
having the Power of France and Spain United againſt them. 
It may be of fatal Conſequence, if any Mercenary Spirits, 
Tools of the late Reigns, or ſuch as are diſpleaſing to the 
People of thoſe Parts,be entruſted with Eminent Poſts 1n 
the Government there. We ought to be particularly 
careful to ſupport *em with a good Naval Force, and 
to uſe our Endeavours to extinguiſh all Heats and Divi- 
ſions among the Inhabitants, leſt the common Enemy 
improve it to the diſadvantage of England, There's one 
thing hath happened in thoſe Parts lately, which would 
ſeem to have been ſet on Foot by the common Enemies of 
our Peace, to divide us; and that is, that ſeveral Scotch 
Gentlemen, Clergymen, and others of that Nation, have 
been Opprobriouſly treated, aud turned out of their Poſts, 
and all of that Country declared uncapable of bearing a- 
ny Office in thoſe Plantations ; tho? they aſſiſted with as 
much Zeal as any other of the Inhabitants, in the De- 
fence of the ſaid Countries againſt the Frewch during the 
laſt War; this is ſo much the more obſervable, that thoſe 
Proceedings thwart a late Determination of His Majelty 
and the Privy Council to the contrary, and are directly a- 
gainſt that which hath been look'd upon as a rul'd Caſe, e- 
ver ſince the famous Debate about the Poſt nati, in che 
Reign of King James I.—This deſerves a more ſpeedy 
Application, leſt it ſhould add to thoſe grounds of di n 
tent, which our Neighbours of Scotland are of late become 
{o full of, and perhaps may loſe us the Aſſiſtance of our 
Friends, when we have moſt need of them. 

The next, and indeed the main thing to be done for 
our ſecurity, is to bring France to ſuch a Condition, that 
ihe ſhall not be able either to Impoſe that Pretender up- 


on 
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on us, or to Support or Incourage any of our future Prin- 
ces in their Arbitrary Deſigus againſt us, as ſhe did 
Charles II. and James II. . 

There's no proſpe& of doing this without a War, and 
ſuch an one too, as muſt be Proſecuted with Vigour. 

Here I find my ſelf encountred at firſt ſetting out, by a 
late Pamphlet, Entituled, Reaſons againſt a War with 
France: Or, An Argument ſhewing that the French King's 
owning the Prince of Wales, as King of England, Scotland 


and Ireland, is yo ſufficient Ground for a War. | 
ihe Author is at ſome Pains to perſwade the World 


that he is no Jacobite ; nor ſhall I endeavour to fix that re- 
proach upon him; it is no way material to the Subject in 


Hand ; but his Argument looks much like it at firſt View, 


eſpecially conſidering that it is the Topick of all our Jaco- 
bites; and that the firſt time he mentions his Prince of 
Wales, which is in his Title Page, he does it without the 
Epitliet of Suppoſititions or Pretended, which all but thoſe of 
his Party have conſtantly branded him with. I muſt how- 
ever do our Author this Juſtice, as to ſay, that in other 
places he Argues too much like an Engliſhman, to be in 
the Pretender'slutereſt; and therefore this, and other things 
of that Nature, I ſhall look upon to be meer Overſights. 

The only thing that I think my ſelf oblig'd to confute 


in our Author, is, That the French King's owning the 


Prince of Wales, as Ring of Fngland, ©c. « no ſufficient 
ground of a War; and that his doing ſo is not direttly con- 
trary to the Stipulations of the Treaty of Relwick, 

To begin with the latter, our Author equivocates up- 
on the Word directly, which might do well enough a- 
mong Boys of the lower Forms at Schools, but can never 
take among Men of Reaſon, There's no direct Proviſi- 
on in that Treaty, that the French King ſhall not In- 
vade Ireland, Sctoland, Virginia, Barbadoes, &c. But it 

is fully included in the Second Article, under the gene- 


ral Terms of Kingdoms, Territories, Dominions, and 
G 2 Places; 
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Places; and therefore if he ſhould Invade any Place be- 
longing to the King of Great Britain, tho' not directly 
mentioned in the Article, the World would conclude him 
to be guilty of a direct Breach of the Treaty. 

The preſent Caſe is yet ſtronger againſt our Author, 
for by the fourth Article of the Treaty of Reſwick, the 
French King is expreſly bound up from giving or afford- 
ing any Aſſiſtance Directly or Jndirealy, to any Enemy or 
Enemies of the ſaid King of Great Britain, ſo that his 
Cavil upon the Word Directiy, can do the French King 
no manner of Service. —Our Author's Explanation of 
the Word Aſſiſtance, that it means nothing but Arms, Am- 
munition, Ships, Proviſions or Money, is likewiſe contrary 
to the plain Letter of the Treaty; which after having 
enumerated thoſe Methods of Aſſiſtance that our Au- 
thor takes notice of, adds in the very next Words, Oz 
in any other Way; but this he thinks fit to paſs over 
in his Argument, tho' he repeats thoſe very Words in 
his Quotation of the Article, p. 6. There is yet another 
Clauſe in the Fourth Article not taken notice of by our 
Author, which bears hard upon the French King's own= 
ing that Pretender, viz. That he will in no Manner 
whatſoeber /avour the Conſpiracies or Plots, whith any Re- 
bels or Ill-diſpoſed Perſons may in any Plate Excite or 
Contrive againſt the ſaid King. And that he will not 
aſſiſt with Arms, &c. or any other Map, any Perſon 
ar Perſons, who (hall hereafter under any Pꝛetence 
whatſoever, D:/urb or Moleſ the ſaid Ring of Great 
$rcitain in the free and full Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, &. 

Now if wecan but prove, that the French King's own- 
ing the pretended Prince of Walc: i< in any way ax Aſiſtance 
to the r.nemy or Enemies of the „ing of Great Britain, or 
that it 15 in ang manner a favouring of Conſpiracies or Plots, 
which Rebels or 1l|-diſpoled Perſons nay iz any Place Ex- 
ite or Contrive againſt the ſaid King, theu our Author 
muſt agree, that ir is a Breach of the Treaty, and by Con- 
ſequence a good Cauſe of War. To 
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To prove that 'tis in ſome way an Afiſtance, we have the 


joint Jeſtimony of the Jacobites on both ſides the Sea. 
Whea the French King came to pay this Pretender a Viſit, 
and expreſſed himſelf thus, Voila un Prince que J ay toujours 
cheri, & un Roy que J aimeray a Jamais ; i. e. There's a 
Prince whom I have always cheriſh'd, and a King that I 
ſhall always love; and ſpeaking at the fame time to the 
Court of St. Germains, ſaid, Meſſieurs voila votre Roy; i.e. 
Gentlemen, there's your King. This was look'd upon by 
our Jacobites in France to be ſuch an effectual and conſi- 
derable Aſſiſtance, that it immediately converted their 
Tears and Sighs for the loſs of the late King into Tran- 
{ports of Joy, that his mo.t Chriſtian Majeſty had own'd 
their new King. As a further Proof of what I ſay,there was 
publiſh'd here ſome time ago by our Jacobites an Ac- 


count, by way of Letter, of the late King James's Sickneſs 


and Death, and of his Behavicur on his Death-bed. 


This Letter informs us, That the Matter of owning the 


Pretender as King of Great Britain and Ireland, was de- 
bated publickly in Council, and that moſt of the Privy 
Counlellors were for delay ing it; upon which the Dau- 
phin roſe up in Heat, and with a great deal of Warmth 


preſſed the owning of him; alledging that they could 


do no leſs, he being a Prince of their own Blood, &. and 
to this the French King, and all the other Princes of the 
Blood, agreed. By all which it appears, That the own- 
ing of the Pretender was not a meer Complement, or the 


giving him an e-2pty Title to pleaſe him, as our Author words 


it, p. 7. but a thing concerted with Deliberation, and in 
view of its being relented by the King of Great Britain 
and his Subjects, why elſe ſhould the French King's Privy 
Council have been ior delaying it? To this we may 
add, the Duke of Anjous Return to the Pretender's Com- 
plemcut, when he congratulated his Accefſionto the Crown 
ot Spain, viz. That he hoped c're long to have an Opportunity 
ia congratulate him upon the like Occaſio; and told him, 


That” 
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That in that Caſe be might depend upon his Friendſhip ans 
Aſſiſtance. It is ſelf. evident, That this Anſwer was put 
into the Mouth of the Youngſter, and was juſtly look'd 
upon by ſome then to be a Prognoſtic of what hath ſince 
come to.paſs. We have heard what were the Sentiments 
of our Jacobites in France of all this; and no Man can be 
ſo much a Stranger to the Converſation of that Party in 
England, as not to know that how Crelt-fain ſoever they 
appeared before, this gave their Looks a new Air, and 
fill'd them with freſh Hopes, which ſwell'd them ſo big, 
that they could not contain themſelves; they expreſſed 
their Confidence with ſo much Imprudence, (to give it no 
worle Name) on all Occaſions, that no other Government 
but this would have ſuffer'd 'em to paſs unpuinſh'd. Thus 
it appears, That we haie the Teſtimony of both our 
French and Engliſh Jacobites, that the French King's own- 
ing their pretended Prince is in ſome way an Aſſiſtance. 

In the next Place it is plain, That fince the Frexch King 
hath ownd the Juſtice of his Title, there's nothin 
Elſe by the Fourth Article of the Treaty of Reſwick that 
ſtands in the way of his endeavoucing to put him in 
Poſſeſſion; but King William's Lite, which is one of the 
greateſt Excitements that can be for our Jacobite Aſſaſſins to 
g0 on 10 ſorm Plots againſt His Majeſty's Life, as they have 


already attempted oftner than once; by which it ap- 


pears that the French King's owning that Pretender 
is a direct Breach of the Treaty ; and if we may be allow?d 
to lay ſo, Hi; Majeſty's agreeing to the Treaty of Reſwick 
to ſave the Blood and Treaſure of his Subjects, without a 
further Security for his own Life, was an unaccountable 
Piece of Condeſcenſion; had the Conſent of his People 
been formally rcquird to it, they could not without a Crime 
have acquieſc'd in a Treaty tor their own preſent Eaſe, 
which did ſo much expoſe His Majeſty's Lite, and the 
Peace of Poſterity; it is therefore to be hop'd, That when- 
ever Affairs are again brought to be determin'd by a 


Treaty, 
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Treaty, there will be more Care taken in this Matter. 

But further, the French Kings owing the Pretender is 
contrary to the firſt Article ofthe Treaty of Reſwick, which 
provides, That there ſhall be a perpetnal Peace, and a true 
and ſincere Friendſhip between the two Kings, their 
* Heirs and Succeſſors, and between the Kingdoms, States 
and Subjects of both; and the ſame be ſo ſincerely and 
inviolably obſerv'd and kept, that the one ſhall pro- 
mote the Intereſt, Honour and Advantage of the other, 
that on both ſid es a faithful Neigbourhood, and true 
Obſervation of Peace and Friendſhip may daily flou- 
* riſh and increaſe. 

There is not one Clauſe or Sentence of this Article that 
the French King's owning the Pretender does not violate. 
Is that the Way to preſerve Peace and true Friendſhip 
with his Majeſty and his Succeſlors, to countenance one 
to uſurp his Title during his own Life, and to exclude 
the Proteſtant Succeſſors, which upon his Majeſty's Recom- 
mendation, the Nation hath agreed to in Parliament. 

Surely the French King can never have the Confidence, 
ſo much as to alledge, That either the King or the Peo- 
ple agreed to have that Pretender to be his Succeſſor; and 
without the Conſent of both, 'tis impoſſible to clear him 
from the Guilt of breaking this Article, by owning that 
Impoſtor. Is it poſſible that this can be the Way to main- 
tain Peace and Friendihip betwixt France and Epgland, 
for Lewis XIV. not only to own that Pretender himſelf, 
but to engage all his own Sons, and the other 
Princes of the Blood, to eſpouſe his Quarrel as our King, 
when he knows that this Nation does generally look up- 
on that Perſon as ſuppoſitious; that they dethron'd his 
ſuppoſed Father, becauſe of his being ia the Intereſt of 
France, and engag'd in a Deſign tooverturn our Religion 
and i.iberties; and that they muſt needs have an utter Ab- 
horrence of the Pretender, were he his real Son, becauſe - 


educated in the Maxims and Religion of France, which 
are 


* 


„ 
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are inconſiſtent with thoſe of England; and in the laſt 
plac, when he knew that the Kingdom of Ez lid nad 
ſett the Succeſſion otherwiſe, Can any Man of Senſe 
ih e that this is the Way to promote the Honour, Iu— 
rercit and Advantage of Eug land, or to occaſion the flou- 
riſhicg and Encreaſè of Friendſhip, as he is obliged to by 
the tirſt Article of the Treaty, 

Hts Breach of the Treaty in this Manner is fo much the 
more unreaſonable, becaule 'tis ſtrongly preſum'd, hat 
he was let into the Secret of the Counterteit Pregoancy. 
Mr. J. Vr looks upon himlelt to have been the firſt 
Projector of putting the late King upon rhat*aid the other 
Mechods, which accelerated the happy Abdication that 
did his Country ſo much Service. KIA 

We might otherwiſe have ſtill been languiſhing under 
a Conſumprion in our Vitals, whereas this F roject brought 
it to an acute Diſeaſe, which by the Strength of the Engliſh 
Conſtitution and Genius we happily overcame. JYV——x 
is politive in this, and keeps by him the original Draught, 
whichwe communicated to the late Sir J. Guiſe,and he im- 
parted it to a great Man, who hath been blamed by ſome, 
and commanded by others, for putting the late King up- 
on the Practice of the Scheme, that was originally Mr. 
rs, tho others have reap'd the Advantage of it, as is 
uſual in all ſuch Caſes. | 

I ſuppoſe by this time it is evident enough, That the 
French King's owning the Pretender as King of England is 
a Breac't of the Treaty of Reſwick; not only according to 
the Leiter, but aceording to the Spirit, as Lewis XIV. hath 
of late taught the World to diſtinguiſh ; and with this O- 
pinion the Nation unanimoul]; falls in, as appears by their 
Addreſſes, and think it a very good Cauſe of War. 

And indeed, had there been no ſuch Treaty to obviate 
the French King's Inſolence in that Mater, his doing it in 
Oppoſition to the Authority of the King and Parliament 
of England, were Cauſe enough for a War. Who con- 


ſtituted 
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ſtituted him Arbiter and Judge of our Succeſſion, or gave 
him Power to take upon him to determine that a Perſon 
whom our preſent King, and the Bulk of the Nation, have 
branded as an Impoſtor, is really legitimate? Who intpow- 
ered him to offer at impoſing a King upon us, who, tho 
there were no queſtion as to his Birth, is excluded by Act 
of Parliament, by reaſon of his Moral Incapacity, as being 
a Nurſling of Tyranny and Popery ? Can any Man, who 
has a Drop of Ezgliſh Blood in his Veins, bear with the In- 
ſolence of this haughty Nimrod 2 Shall he, whoſe own 
Legitimacy was queſtion'd by the firſt Princes of the 
Blood of France, becauſe of Louis XIII's known Frigidity, 
impoſe a ſpurious Prince upon the Kingdom of England ? 
Does he not know that our Royal Line has a better 
Right to the Crown he wears than he has himſelf, tho' 
Richlieu and M. le Grand had never been taken in to aſ- 
ſiſt Louis III. in Omnibus ſuis Negotiis, as the Cardinal 
worded it himielt? Certainly ſuch an Affront as this up- 
on the Engliſh Nation, and not only perſonal upon the 
King, as our Author ſeems to inſinu te, Page 5. ought to 
raiſe th-ir Courage and Reſentments to the ſame Pitch 
with that of their Anceſtors; wao chaſtisd the Inſolence 
ot the French in the Battels of Agencourt and Fernevil, &c. 
Not' ing leſs than the Revenge of Tomyri, when ſhe cut 
off Gras his Head, and threw it into a Veſſe! fuil of Blond, 
bidding him tate now a full Draught of that which he had 
always thirſted after, can be a juſt Satisfaction to the Peo- 
ple of Ex land. 1 onjs hach by this Practice arr. i ned the 
Soveraign:y of our Nation, as it we had not a Right to 
ſettle our own Svcce{itn according as we judge it may 
beſt ſecue our Religion and Libertizs. It's therefore our 
In-cr-it to mak: War upon him in ſach an cffe:tual Man- 
ner, as to render him and his Succeſſors une apable of he- 
Ctoring us and the reſt of Europe for the ſuture. 

It's in vain to alledge, thit we may be ſccured by 
Treaties without a War, or the French King's E 
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all that he hath uſarp'd inthe Name of his Grandſon the 
Duke of Anjou. We find that Treaties now-a-days are 
nothing but Snares and Amuſements to gain time, and 
that Loa XIV. hath made it his conſtamt Practice to im- 
poſe upon his Neighbours by Treaties, and to render them 
ſecure, that he might rob them of their Dominions, un- 
der the Covert of ſome fraudulent Quibble or other upon 
thoſe Treaties. This is evident from the Treaty of the Py- 
rexees, to this very Day. Befides, we find that he has in- 
fallible Methods to break all Alliances that are made a- 
gainſt him. Thus he broke the Tripple Alliance made be- 
twixt England, Sweden and Holland, to ſtop the Progreſs 
of his Arms. In like manner he broke that of Nimegner ; 
nor is any Man ignorant that he found out Methods to 


break the late grand Alliance, and to bring the moſt con- 
fiderable of its Members into the Treaty of Partition, 


which as alſo the Treaty of Reſwick he hath broke in a moſt 
groſs and ſcandalous Manner. From all which tis evi- 
dent that there's no way to ſecure our ſelves againſt his 
Attempts, but by reducing him to ſuch a Condition as he 
{ball not be able to annoy us. 

The Matter being thus, the next thing to be conſider- 
ed is, how a War muſt be manag'd, ſo as to be carried on 
with a Probabi:ity of ſpeedy Succeſs. In order to this 
'twould ſeem neceſſary in the firſt place, that the Com- 
mand of our Fleets and Armies ſhould be put into the 


Hands of ſuch Men as are known to be intirely in the In- 


tereſt of the Government; not meerly becauſe of the pro- 
firable Poſts that they enjoy under it, but becauſe of the 
Principles upon which tis founded. 2. That they be ſuch 
as have an Intereſt in the Nation, and in the Affections of 
the People; this will in great Meaſure ſecure them ſrom 
thoſe Suſpicions, that Men of low or detperate Fortunes, 
or who were the I:{traments of Oppreſſion, or Tools in 
the former Reigns, will always be liable to. 3. That the 
Soldiers and Seamen be du'y paid, and kindly treated, 

| This 
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This will make their Families and Relations eaſie at home, 
and encourage themſelves to venture their Lives with 
Chearfulneſs abroad. The People will bear their Taxes 
without grumbling, when they find the Money levied for 
their Detence, faithfully applicd to that, and no other 
end; twill prevent the Clamours that have been rais'd and 
publiſh'd againſt moſt of our publick Offices, and take away 
that Handle which ſome ill Men did of late improve 
to a very dangerous height againſt the Adminiſtration. 
4. That all thoſe who are entruſted as Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, Commiſſioners of the Navy, Comumiſſioners for 
the Sick and Wounded, Commiſſioners of the Victualling- 
Office, Prize-Ofbce, &c. be Perſons of known and ſufficient 
Abilities for the Diſcharge of their reſpe&ive Truſts ; 
that they be Men of undoubted Loyalty to the Govern- 
ment, and firm to the Interęſt of their Country; ſuch as 
have been more remarkable for their Sufferings, or Oppo- 
ſition to the ill Adminiſtration of the late Reigus, than 
for their fawning upon the Government in this. That 
ſuch as are ad vanc'd to theſe important Poſts take care 
to imploy none in the ſubordinate Charges under them, 
but Men of Integrity; that will not oppreſs or defraud 
thoſe that have Occaſion to apply to them, and that the 
chief Commiſſioners make due Enquiry from time totime 
into the Adminiſtration of their interiour Officers; that 
they may neither defraud the Publick themſelves, or 
countenance it in others, as has been too frequently, and 
perhaps too juſtly, complain'd of hitherto. In order to this, 
'twill be highly neceſſary that the chief Commiſſioners 
of theſe reſpective Oftices be ready to encourage and 
protect all ſuch as ſhall diſcover any Fraud and Opprel- 
ſion that properly belongs to their Cognizance; and that 
as they are not to ſuffer their ſubordinate Officers to be 
vexed by trivolous or unjuſt Accuſations on the one 
Hand, they ſhould take care thit Proſecutors and Wit- 


neſſes be not baffled, oppreſs d and diſcourag'd on the 
H 2 ' Other. 
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other. Proceedings of this Nature have been comp'ain'd 
ot in the Caſe of ſeveral People that were formerly ruin'd 
for diſcovering Embezzlements in His Vajeſti's Naval 
Stores, Cc. And it tlie like Prack ces be ſtill continued, 
it muſt of Neceſſity be ruinous to the Nation. "Twas 
one of the greateſt Temporal Pleſſings that ever Go Al- 
mighty promis'd to his People, to make their Officers 
Peace, and their ExaFers Righteouſneſs. And when he 
leaves a Nation fo far to themſelves, as to ſuffer the con- 
trary Practice, 'tis an infallible Sign of approaching Ruin, 

The beſt Method to prevent ſuch Dangers would f-em 
to be, that the Repreſentatives of the Nation ſhould be con- 
ſulted in ſuch a dangerous Juncture as this; what Perſons 
are fit to be imployed in the Places of greateſt Power 
and Truſt. Twas never reckon'd any Diminution to the 
Prerogative of the Exgliſh Crown for our Princes to ask and 
take the Advice of their Privy Council in the Diſpolal of 
ſuch Offices; much leſs ought it to be accounted ſuch, when 
they take the Advice of the great Council of the Nation. 
On the contrary. it muſt needs be a great Eaſe to the Throne, 
a ſure Way to prevent His Maj-ſty's being impos'd upon, 
and the beſt Defence againſt all thoſe Calumnies which 
the Enemies of the Government are ready to improve, for 
blackening the Adminiſtration ; for in this Caſe, if the 
Parliament ſhould adviſe to ill Men, (as it is ſcarcely 
probable they will) the Crown would be blam.lefs ; and 
in coſe of real ill Management or falſe Acculations, the 
puniſhing of the one, and the acquitting of the other, be- 
ing ſubmit ed to the Cognizance of the Parliament, 'twould 
remove all that Odium from the Throne, which gene- 
rally attends ſuch Caſes. 

So much ſor the Impleyment and Trcatment of the Men 
that muſt b- impley'd in, and about the Management of 
the War; of which, after all that can be ſaid, they are the 
chief and principal Sincw. 

The next t in: to be conſidered is the Management of the 

| ; Fublick 
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Fubiick Meney, which is the other great Sincew of War: 
In a n ix'd Gevernneent, like ours, v here the People have 
the {ole Pe wer of the | une, 'twenld ſeem to thwart the 
very Nature of cur Conſtitution, to exclude them from a 
ſrare in he management git; and therefore His Maje- 
ſty bath always readily agreed to their aj pointing Com- 
miſt. oners to inſpe& the Fublick Acecunts; might it not 
then be pre per in our preſert Circumſtarces, when ſo 
great a ncile bas been nade in the World, about Mens 
raiſing vaſt Eſtates to thcmielves out of the Publick 
Money, that the Parli-ment ſhould be conſulted in the 
Nomination and Appcinimert of thoſe that are to have 
the Charge cf paying our Armies and Fleets, This 
would remove the Handle which ill Men take of de- 
faminy Goverrments, as adwancing their Favourites and 
Servants to errich temſelves with the Money that is given 
for the defence of the Country, whilſt Fleets and Armics 
remain unraid; and on the other Hand, twould in a 
great mealure allay thoſe Jealcufies, which People have 
been ſo ready to entertain, that an Army may at ſcme 
time or ct} er be imployed to bereave the Nation of its 
Libertics. 

It is I:kewiſe highiy neccſary for brirgirg the War to 
a good and ſreedy Iſſue, that cur Ccuncils and Admi- 
niſtration be ſteady, hat th e Intereſt of all Parties ſhould 
truckle to that ef the Nation, that tFole who are in Chief 
Truſt about Mis Majcily be ſuch :s are moſt be- 
loved and truſted by the Cer ntry, and have always bcen 
true to the Prirciples of the P evolution: Experience hath 
fhew'd us, that the People of Freland will cver be Jea- 
lovs and Uneafie, u hen they ſce Men of 4rbitrary Prin- 
ciples, that were roted for cncurrirg wi h ſich an Ad- 
miniſtration in the late Reigns, rrcke rd to bie h Peſts 
in this. The wiſeſt of Kings Eath laid this down as a 
never-{ailins Niaxim, Jae away the Wiched from be- 
fore the King, and Lis Throne fFall be LEE in Kigh= 
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King, That he ſcatters the Wicked, and brings the Wheel 
over them ; that his Favour is toward a wiſe Servant, but 
his Wrath againſt him that cauſeth Shame, and for not fol- 
lowing thoſe Sage Councils, but acting by the Advice of 
Toung Hot-headed Advancers of the Prerogative, or in the 
Engliſh Dialect, huffeng Tories, his own Son Rehoboam lot 
Ten Parts in Twelve of his Dominions. His Majeſty 
has been graciouſly pleaſed in Eis Proclamation of Feb. 24. 
1697. againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, to promiſe 
that he would particularly puniſh it, in ſuch who are im- 
ployd mear His Royal Perſon, and therefore we have 
Reaſon to believe that he will be careful to imploy 
ſuch Perſons about him, as may ſet the Nation a good 
Example by their Piety and good Morals, and not ſuch as 
may cauſe Shame; and that he will carefully avoid the 
Imployment of ſuch Perſons, when they are made known 
to him, as by their wicked Principles would overturn 
our Conſtitution, and turn a regular Monarchy into a 
lawleſs Tyranny. This is an Immorality of far greater 
Conſequence than thoſe common Diſorders of Life, 
which make Men odious to one another, but both of em 
are juſtly hateful. The Obſervation of theſe Rulcs is 
the more Incumbent upon our preſent Court, becauſe the 
neglect of them by former Courts has been viiibly Pu— 
nifh'd by the Hand of God, who literally fulfilled upon 
them that which he threatned againſt the Iſraelites and 
their King, if they acted contrary to his Laws, viz. That 
they ſhould be brought to a Nation, which neither they nor their 
Fathers had known, where they ſhould ſerve Gods of 
Wood and Stone, + This was ſo exactly accom- 
pliſh'd in the Perſons of our two late Kings, and many 
of their Followers, that every Man who does not wiltul- 
ly ſhut his Eyes againſt the Evidence of Truth, muſt ob- 
ſerve it; and by the account we had of the late King's 
Sickneſs 
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Sickneſs and Death, in a Letter Printed and Publifhed 
here by his own Friends, the reading of theſe Words in 
his Chappel, Remember, O Lord, what is to come upon 
ws  Confeder and behold our Reproach. Our Inheri- 
tance is turned to Strangers, our Houſes to Aliens. * 
funk his Spirits ſo much, that he never recovered it ; 
then fince it is evident, that his imploying and liſtning to 
ſuch Servants, as advis'd him to overturn our Conſtitu- 
tion, was the immediate Cauſe of his Reproach and Diſ- 
grace; it ought to ſerve as a Beacon to all our future 
Rulers, to beware of thoſe dangerous Shelves. To this 
we may add, that as the Imployment of ſuch Perſons in- 
creaſes Fears among the People at Home, it makes us ſeem 
little to our Allies Abroad. This was the Reaſon, that in 
the late Reigns we were branded by Forreigners with 
ſuch a Fluctuation and Unſteadineſs of Councils, as we 
could not be depended on for two Tears together; and 
therefore if the fame ſort of Perſons be imployed, or the 
ſame Meaſures purſued ; it naturally follows, that they 
will ſtill have the fame opinion of us. The Conſequence 
of which muſt be, that they will make the beſt Terms 
they can with the French Nimrod, and this will bring all 
Europe under his Chains. 

In the next place, it is incumbent upon all ſuch as are or 
ſhall be taken into the Adminiſtration, to ſhun thofe Faults, 
with which the new and old Miniſtry do charge one ano- 
ther. 

Twill be a very good Improvement of our late extrava- - 
gant Heats, if our Miniſters of State, Privy Counſellors, and 
other Courtiers, be thereby taught to avoid ſuch Errors 
and Faults. Thoſe that are plac'd in high and eminent 
Stations, ought to have more than an ordinary ſhare of 
Virtue ; for we ſee that imall Faults, or perhaps Sufpict- - 
on without any Fault at a'l, is apt to be magnified a- 
gainſt ſuch, ino Crimes of the higheſt Nature. From 
all which it is evident, that Miniſters of State, and Privy 
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Counſellors in England, ought not only to be ſo honeſt, 
as not to concur with thoſe that give ill advice to their 
Prince, but likewiſe to have ſo much Fortitude and Self- 
denial, as to quit any Poſt whatever in the Prince's Ser- 
vice, rather than be oblig d to concur in any thing that 
may be to the diſhonour and diſadvantage of the Crown 
or Country. It's a known Maxim, 7hat the King of Eng- 
land can do no wrong, and it perfectly agrees with the 
Definition of a King, that we have in the ſacred Text. 
St. Paul tells us poſitively, that Rulers are not a Terror to 
Good Works, but to the Evil, and that they are Miniſters 
of God for Good, &c. * Frum which it naturally 
ollows, that Miniſters of State, and others, ar- under no 
Obligation to put the unjuſt Commands of Princes in 
Execution; for the Nature of the Govermnen't, wich 
which they are entruſt-4, gives them no Power to Com- 
mand any ſuch taing; and it there were none to put 
them in Execution, there would be no occaſion for Pal- 
five Obedience, as taug'.t in the late Reigns ; for it's ab- 
ſurd to imagine that Princes could in their own Per- 
ſons be Judges, Jurics, and Execu joners; from whence 
it is evident, that that unreaionable Doftrin2 and Ty- 
ranny do mutually bring forth one anocher, and be- 
come Mother and Daughter by turns, az the old Riddle 
ſays of Ice an! Water. Twere to be wiſh'd chat all 
Courtiers, and particularly thoſe of Enzland, would con- 
ſider this; there can can be no better way for the latter 
to vindicate themſelves from that Reproach which ſome 
Forreign Authors take the liberty to charge then with, 
What Engliſhman can, (withou: having all the Blood 
in his Veins ready to boi! over) read wiat John de Witt 
ſays of Engliſh Courtiers, in his Bok of the fundamental 
Maxims and Politicks of Holland, viz. That they are the 
moſt laviſh and thieviſh of any Courtiers in the Vorld; and 
ſpeaking of the late King Charles II. he ſays, That he conſum'd 
all the ſtrength of the Iſland upon bis Luxury and Favourites. 
What 
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* What he means by our Courtiers being Thieviſh, is, Thet 
during a War by Sea or Land, they do 5 miſapply and waſte 
the Publick Money, that it always falls ſhort. As there's no 
Engliſhman that can read this unwcrthy Reflection with- 
out being ſenſibly touch'd, ils certainly the Duty of our 
Engliſh Courtiers o behave themielves fo, as his Country- 
men that are here may ſee his Reflection falſiſied ; 
and it ought to make our Dutch Courtiers particularly 
Cautious, that there be nothing in their practice which 
may confirm their Countryman's Maxim, or bring it in 
Judgment againſt them. 

The next thing required towards a ſpeedy and happy 
Iſſue of the War, is that the approaching Farliament be 
Unanimous, Vigorous, and Speedy in their Reſolves. The 
Nation being diſſatisfied in general, that the late Houſe 
of Commons was obſtructed in their vigorous Proceedings 
2gainſt Fraxce, by thoſe well known and unhappy Debates 
which fell in among them; His Majeſty out of His Fa- 
therly Care hath prudently diſſolved that Parliament; it 
is certainly the readieſt and moſt natural way to end a 
Quarrel to ſeparate the contending Parties, which was 
highly neceſſary at a time when we are all in hazard 
of being ſwallowed up by the Common Enemy. Then 
fince the King hath graciouſly done his part, it's now in- 
cumbent upon the Nation to act theirs, in chuſing ſuch 
Men as will readily concur in what they would have had 
the late Houſe of @mmons do. If the Nation take due 
Care in this Matter, it will be truly unaccountable if we 
ſhould have the misfortune of a Parliament that will 
neglect the Safety of the Kingdo n, and indeed of all 
Europe, in this extream danger, to purſue private Piques 
and party Quarrels ; it hath been urged in Pamphlets and 
* Diſcourſes, that tho' the Lords, againſt whom Articles 
have been Exhibited, be as guilty as their Enemies 
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would have them to ſeem, yet the Treaty of Partition 
being now out of Doors, and their Acceſſion to it, for 
* ought that yet appears, no more than hearing cf it, and ad- 
viſing againſt it, (except it be that the Lord Sommers put 
the great Scal to it, Cc. by His Majzſties Command) it 
* would ſ-em to be the Intereſt of England at this time, 
that a general Act ot Indemnity ſhould rather be urg d 
* tounite us againſt the Common Enemy, than to give any 
* occalion for further Diviſions, by Endeavours to make 
great Men Criminals for ſuch things as they either ad- 
vis d againſt, or can offer to defend by the Laws and 
* Cuſtoms of the Country, and eſpecially when thoſe at 
the bottom of the Proſecution are ſo viſibly partial, as to 
* ſuffer others, who are more concerned in thoſe Matters, 
to eſcape without being touch d. 

When we are ſtruggling againſt the greateſt Forrejgn 
Tyrant that ever afſum'd the Chriſtian Name, it will Ye 
a terrrible misfortune to be depriv'd of the Afliſtance 
and Dire&ion of the Parliament, by reaſon of Debates 
betwixt the two Houſes, and Party Quarrels in each 
Houſe: At the ſame time, there's no doubt but ſome 
People will take it as a Handle to Libel and Calumni- 
ate one or both, as has been done in ſome late Pam- 
phlets, which take the Liberty to ſay, . That the Peo- 
* ple were not allowed to repreſent their Grievances and 
apparent Dangers to thoſ'e whom they impower d to 
take care of having them redreſs d and prevented; and 
 * that if ſuch a part of our Conſtitution, as has al- 

ways been look d upon to be ths ſtrongeſt Barrier a- 
* gainſt the Arbitrary Power of our Princes, ſhould be- 
come ſo Arbitrary themſelves, as to Impriſon the Sub- 
* zect for humbly Petitioning, to commit Men without 
* unqueſtionable Authority, without a previous Examina- 
* tion, and- without any proſpect of their being ſer at 
Liberty by due Courſe of Law; and in a Word, to be 
o Arbitrary in their Proceedings, as to think them- 
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* ſelves no ways accountable to the People that depute 
them. If this be our Caſe, it's in vain for us to ſtruggle 
* againſt a Forreign Tyranny, when we are oppreſs d by one 
that's Domeſtick. 

* But if to all this there be added this unhappy Circum- 
* ſtance, that the Perſons accus'd are known to be intirely 
in the Intereſt of the Government, and that the principal 
* Fomenters of thoſe Diviſions, are ſuſpected to be in the 
* Intereſt of our common Enemy, or ſuch as have retus'd to 
give that voluntary Teſtimony of their Affection to the 
* preſent Government; that moſt of the Subjects have 
* cheerfully done, or ſuch as have formerly lain under the 
* juſt Odium of the Nation, tor miſ-applying the publick 
Money, and having been Abettors of Arbitrary Courſes 
and that thoſe very Men and their Adherents are poſſeſs d 
© of part of the Adminiſtration, 'and eagerly purſuing after 
* the whole, then indeed our Caſe ſeems to be next door to 
* what we call deſperate. 

It is too well known that ſeveral Pamphlets, in Words 
to that or the like Effect, alledge all theſe things juſt now 
mentioned, to have been our late Circumſtances ; and 
_ therefore twill be our own Fault if they have again the 
like Opportunity. Twas the Apoſtle's Command, to mark 
them that cauſe Diviſions in the Church ; and all civiliz'd Na- 
tions are as much oblig d to mark and avoid thoſe that 
occaſion Diviſions in the State. 

At ſuch a juncture as this, when the Sovereignty of the 
Nation is called in queſtion, and our Right of ſettling our 
Succeſſion diiputed by the French King, who is ready to 
ſwallow up all Europe, it would conſummate our Mil- 
fortunes to have the two Houſes of Parliament engaged in 
ſuch a Controverſie about their Rights and Priviledges as 
cannot be accommodated, or let fall, without risking the Ho 
nour of the Houſes, or a new Ditlolution. In that Cale 
the Nation would be in danger of an Inteſtine War, to 
ſettle her own Conſtitution, inſtead of carrying on a Forreign 
War againſt the common Enemy. Might it not then be 
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proper for us in ſuch Circnmſtances to follow the Example 
of King David; who being a Man according to God's own 
Heart, muſt needs have been habitually a good Juſticiary ; 
and yet we find that when the Publick was in danger, he 
deferred the Execution of Juſtice upon very great Crimi- 
nals, till a more proper S-aſon, as in the C's of Fora and 
others. Certainly the Argument is much {tronger, waen the 
Perſons acculed offer to defend themſelves, by p ſicively 
denying one part of the Charge, an] by juſtity ng the other 
part by the Laws and Cuſtom; of their Country, It ſuch a 
Proſecution ſhould be rais'd in a City, waen in danger of 
being attack d by a common Enemy, it's no hard Matter 
to conjecture what the Thoughts of the Citizens would be of 
thoſe that foment ſuch an untimely Proſecution, or if ſome 
Soldiers and Officers; nay, if a whole Army, who perhaps. 
have Cauſe enough to complain of ſome of their chief 
Leaders, ſhould move to have them call'd to an Account 
juſt when an Enemy is mirching upon them, has made him- 
{elf Maſter of their Out-Poſts, and beat in their Advanced 
Guards, it's well enough known what a Council of War 
would determine concerning ſuch Officers, and what Opi— 
nion the Country would have of ſuch an Army. 

What we are next to conſider, is the Way of managing the War. 
'Twould ſeem to fall naturally to our Share to act moſt of our 
part by Sea. As this will be leaſt chargeable to the Nation, ſo 
by this Means we are like to do the Enemy moſt Damage both 
in Europe and America, and to receive moſt Advantage to our 
ſelves, efpecially conſidering that by the Sixth Article of our 
Treity with the Emperor, the Datch and we are im- 
powered to keep to our ſelves what we conquer in the I- 
Indies. The Dutch to be ſure will make their Improvement of this 
Article if we don't; and therefore it ſeems naturally to be ourintereſt 
to be atleaſt as ſtrong by Sea in the Weſ?- Indies as they; our Concern 
in thoſe Parts is certainly much greater than theirs, and therefore 
our Care of them ought to be nothing leſs. In the mean time I can- 
not but take notice by the way, that as this Article is an infallible: 
Evidence of His Majeſties Care and Kindneſs to his People, it alſo 
correſponds with the Advice given. His Majeſty, when about 
the Treaty of Partition, by the Lord Sommers, and yet nothing 
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ambitious Spirits, who bave been ready at all times to ſacrifice 
the Intereſt of the Nation to their own Revenge, Covetouſneſs 
and Ambition. It's evident that that noble Lord in his Letter of 
Aug. 28. 1698. to the King concerning that Treaty, advisd His 
Majcfty, That if the Elector of Bavaria, who was to be the Gainer 

#s Majeſties Interpoſition in that Affair, ſhould come to an 
Agreement, to let the Engliſh into ſome Trade to the Spantſh Plan- 
tations, Or in any other Warner, it would wonderfully indear His 
„e to bis Engliſh Subjects. * Then certainly the obtaining 
of ſuch à Conceſſion as this, cannot fail of indearing His Majeſty 
to us much more. : 

But to return to our purpoſe; as our acting vigorouly in the 
Weft-Indies aftords us a Proſpect of moſt Advantage to our 
ſelves, it gives us likewiſe an Opportunity of annoying the Ene- 
my in the moſt ſenſible part. The French King wants the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Treaſures of Spain in the Weſt-Indres, more than the 
Forces of the Dominions of Spain in Europe, to arrive at his Idol 
of Univerſal Monarchy. By preventing his having the IWeſt-India 
Bullion and Mines, we cut off the Sinews of his War, and ſhall 
; "gu oblige him to drop his Sword. That we may eaſily do 
this, can ſcarcely be denied; we have ftrong Colonies in the Weſt- 
Indies already, and with what we ſend in our Ships from Eng- 
land, may ſoon have Men enough from our Northern and 
Southern Plantations, to make our ſelves Maſters of ſuch Poſts 
in the Spaniſh Weff-Indies, as will ſecure us in the Command of 
that Country. By this Means we {hall be freed from our Depen- 
dance upon the Spaniarde, as to our Trade for Slaves and Bullion; 
and by Conſequence, not only enabled to carry on. our 7 — 
Trade without exporting our own Coin, but likewiſe by the Con- 
veniency of the Iſthmus of Darien, have an Opportunity of hum- 
bling France yet further, by cutting off her 2 India Trade, 
or making it: very inſignificant. This may eaſily be done, for we 
have ſuch Conveniency of ſending Men trom our American Colo- - 
nies ſo ſpeedily, and in ſuch Numbers over that [/?hms, as may 
{don deſtroy their FaQtories in the Eaſi-Indies, and befides, by - 
having a Harbour on the South, and another on the North of D#: 
rien, we (hall ſo much ſhorten our Eaſt India Voyages, and fo 
much leſſen the Expence of em, that we (hall quickly out att: 
other Nations that-would rival us in that Trade. 

To this *ris objected, that it may imbroil us with the Dach 
and the Scots ; but the Anſwer is cafie, 'twill not be hard to com- 
promize Matters with thoſe two Nations. The Dutch being by the 
Article equal Sharers in the Priviledge, there's no - reaſon to d 
them that due Proportion of the Advantage which may any wiſe 
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juſtly be accruing from it; and as to what each Nation is already 
polſelled of in the Eaſt. Indies, their reſpective Properties may be 
ſecurd by Treaty. For what relates to the Scots, they mult be 
ſuppos'd to included in the Treaty, as Subjects to the King of 
Great Britain, and the Juſtice of their Pretenſions to Darien being 
aſſerted by their Parliament; twould ſeem to be neceſſary that this 
Matter ſhould be adjuſted by a Deputation from both Kingdoms, 
wherein tis not to be doubted but the Scors will liſten to Reaſon ; 
by this Means we have an Opportunity of doing them Juſtice, of 
coming in with them as Shareis of their Pretenſions, and of ha- 
ving an equivolent for admitting them into an Union with us, that 
they have ſo long defired. and which by this Method may be ce- 
mented for ever. If this be the caſe, we may have. a ſtrong Aſſi- 
{tance of Men from that Kingdom, which will then become a part 
of our own; and all Diſputes about their falling in with a diſt inct 
Succeſſor are obviated tor ever. But be that how it will, it's the 
undoubted Intereſt of Exgland to take care that no other European 
Nation bccome Maſters of that Neck of Land, the Importance 
of which is now become ſo univerſally known by the Attempt of 
the Scots to fix themſelves there, that if we neglect it, there's no 
Queſtion to be made but ſome others will fall in with it, from 
whom we are not to expect ſuch good Neighbourhood or Advan- 
tageous Conditions. Beſides, by falling in with them, we keep the 
Title wholly in the Hands of Great Britain, and by that Means ex- 
clude all poſteriour Claims. 

So much may ſuffice as to our attacking the French or the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt-Indies, for they muſt now be reckoned one and 
the ſame, till ſuch time as the Spaniards are enabled to deliver 
themſelves from the French Yoke. 

It falls naturally under our Confideration in the next place. in 
what other Parts we may attack the French to moſt Advantage. 
The Netherlands, of which they are row poſſeſs d, is fo ſtrong, 
that all we can propoſe to do on that fide, is to keep on the De- 
tenfive ; for ſhould we attack them there, we mult be obliged to 
diſpute every Foot of Ground. We. cannot march two or three 
Leagues without having a Stop put in our way by a fortified 
Town; fo that to fight in that Country, were to run our Heads a- 
gainſt a brazen Wall. If we attack them on the other fide of Ger- 
many, we ſhall be almoſt in as bad a Condition, for there they 
have form'd ſuch a ſtrong Barrier by Luxemburg, Mentz, Toul, 
Verdun, Stratsburg, New. Briſac, &c. that we {hall only throw a- 
way our Men and our Money.—The Germans and Dutch are both 
Io ſenſible of this, that they are wholly taken up in preparing for 
Defence by Lines, Forts, Redoubts, and numerous Armies. 
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Toattacque them by Land on the ſide of Italy is impratticable, 
becauſe the Dutchies of Milan and Savoy, and the Principality of 
Piedmont are at their Command. It remains therefore, that we 
mutt either attacque them on the fide of* the Channel, or on 
that of the Mediterranean. To attacque them from the Channel 
would to us ſeem the eaſieſt and cheapeſt Method, but their Coaſts 
are dangerous for our Shipping, and we have no footing in their 
Country to land an Army, as formerly we had; ſo that unleſs we 
could ſecure our ſelves of a Place of Arms, and a Magazine, on 
their Coaſt, all that we can do on that fide is to hartaſs them, by 
making frequent Deſcents, and burning their Country. This 
would put them to a mighty Charge, fatigue their Militia, inter- 
rupt their Commerce, hold Parzs, the Seat of their Government, 
in a continual Allarm, and oblige them to keep part of their Na- 
val Force in the Channel, which would weaken their Efforts by 
Sea in the Mediterranean, and the Weſt-Indies, and by Land in 
the Netherlands, Germany and Italy. 

From the Channel we may likewiſe attacque the Coaſts of Por- 
tugal and Spain; which being now the Allies of France, *tis al- 
moſt the ſame thing as if we attacqued themſelves; for the French 
muſt he at the Charge of the Defence, otherwiſe thoſe King- 
doms being unable to bear it, muſt quickly abandon their Mari- 
time Towns and Provinces to be plundered by us at Diſcretion, 
which would in a little time bring them to a Senſe of their true In- 
tereſt, and oblige them to break off their Engagements with France. 

The next thing to be conſidered is to attacque them in the Medi- 
terranean ; for our Attacques on this ſide of the Srrezghts we might 
be furniſh*d from our own Coaſts, and on all Occaſions have Re- 
courſe to the Harbours of England and Ire/and ; and being once 
paſſed the Srreighrs, the Spanzhh Coalt lyes open ard defenceleſs 
enough; from thence we fall in upon the French Coaſt of Langue- 
doc and Provence; which, except at Toulon and Marſeiiles. is not 
capable of making much Reſiſtance; and it once we ride Admiral 
of thoſe Seas, the Span;h Dominions in Italy revolt to the Emperor 
of Courſe, by which we ſecure our fclves of Pravitions in that 
Country, cut off the French, Turky and Barbary: Trade, protect 
our own Commerce to thoſe Countries, and give the Emperor an 
Opportunity of turning the main of his Force againſt the French 
upon the Rhine; ſo that finding themſelves beter on all Hands, 
they muſt ſpeedily ſubmit to ſuch Conditions as the Emperor and 
his Allies would propoſe to them. 

The principal Objection againſt this will be, that we have not 
Naval Force enough to carry on all theſe Artacques, conhidering 
that France, Spain and Portugal, have each of them their Fleets, 


* =” 
= —_— * 3 OD... 


( 64 ) 


ed, that Erg/:1nd and Holland are known to be the chief Mari- 
time Powers of Europe; and therefore it's hard to imagine that 
Two ſuch wealthy and-potent Nations cannot fit out Three ſtrong 
Squadrons ; which if they do with ſufficient Proviſions, and un- 
der good Command, the Naval Power of France, Portugal and 
Sparn, is in no Condition to make Head againſt us. Belides, we 
muſt look upon the Portugucze and Spantards to be like Men 
that are preſꝰ d into the Service, nd that by Conſequence will de- 
{ert as ſoon as ever they ſee a fir Opportunity. From all this it is 
undeniably evident, that the principal Efforts of the Eng/7fþ and 
Dutch muſt be by Sea; and it is a known and undoubted Maxim, 
that ſuch as are Maſters there, will ſoon be the like at Land. 

To conclude this Point with an Obſervation or two. I remember 
to have heard, that General Blake, in the time of the Uſurper, 
being ſent ro Sea with a limited Commillion, he either could or 
would do nothing againſt rhe Enemy; but afterwards, when he 
had a diſcretionary Commiſſion, he acted Wonders. Anſwerable 
to this I find to be one of ohn de Wit's and Van Art2ma's Obſer- 
ſervations ; that during the War betwixt the Dach and Spain, 
the Men of War that acted by the Stadtholders Commiſſion, did 
neither annoy the Enemy, nor protect their own Trade to any 
Purpoſe; but the Ships fitted out by the Merchants of Amfterdam, 
and other private Hands, did both of 'em effectually; becauſe 
they were under no ſuch Limitations as thoſe belonging to the 
States. Beſides, they acted with no other View but the Preſer- 
vation of their Trade, and humbling the Enemy; whereas they 
alledge, that the Stadtholder was more intent upon ſpinning out 
the War to eſtabliſh his own Authority, than to bring it to a 
oY Concluſion to the Advantage of the Country; and there- 

ore the Commanders that were under his Influence acted but 
faintly. May it not then deſerve our Conſideration, whether 
twere not fit to give our Admirals a more ample and unlimited 
Power; and likewiſe to encourage our Merchants and others to fit 
out Men of War, as the Dutch Merchants did, to protect their Trade, 
and to act againſt the Enemy as Occaſion otters ? This would be 
one effectual way to prevent the betraying of Orders. For ?tis 
ſcarcely poſſible to have any Cabinet ſo cloſely thut, but French 
Leuidores will find a Pick- lock to open it. If this be thought ad- 
viſable by the great Council of the _ we have no reaſon to 
doubt of! His Majeſty's 13 e hath graciouſly promis d 
to agree to any thing that is needful to prevent our falling again 
under Arbitrary Power, and by the Peace of Reſwick gave a ſuffici- 
ent Proof, that he prefers the ſaving of our Blood and Treaſure 
to his perſonal Safety. | 
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In order to make all theſe Projed; effectual, Expedition 
and Diſpatch are principally requiſite. Our Experienee 
may teach us tbe Danger of Delay, for had we been in a 
poſture fit to have made a ſtand againſt the impetuous 
Torrent of French Uſurpation, Spain had not been forced 
to throw her ſelf as a Prey into the Arms of France. Per- 
tugal had not been forced to enter into 4a League with both of 
them ; the Dutch had not been obliged to quit their Footing 
in the Spaniſh Netherlands, and to evacuate the Gariſons there 
without receiving their Money; nor had they been put to 4 
Neceſſity of  dramuing: their | Country, of rasfing ſuch à vaſt 
Army, or of owning the Duke of Anjou as King of Spain, 
Ec. nor ſhould we in England have had the Diſbonour 
of being obliged to follow their in that Particular, nor 
have been put to the Trouble and Expence of furniſhing them 
Land: Forces aud Men of Mar, according to the Treaty of 1677. 
The Venetians bad been under no Neceſſity of being ſo ſhy in 
favouring the Imperial Army in Italy. The Neapolitans might. 
have carried on their Plot, without being ſuppreſſed and maſſa- 
cred. The Duke of Mantua had been under no Tentation to 
ſell his Country to France, The Electort of Cologn and Ba- 
varia would have had no ſhadow of Pretext for betraying and 
abandoning the Empire. Liege, Bonne, Keyſerſwart and 
Rhineberg had not now been in the Hands of France, nor had 
Louis XIV th's ave! Force been ſuperiour to ours in the Weſt- 

Indies. 

If this Kingdom ſend ſuch Repreſentati ves to Parliamem 
as will make good the things that they have ſo frankly pro- 
miſed in their Addreſſes, we have no reaſon to doubt, but 
moſt of thoſe Clouds will diſappear which now obſcure 
our Horizon. The Zeal of the Nation will then be exerted 
in vigorous Efforts againſt the common Enemy, and not 
ſpent in Party Quarrels and inteſtine Broyls. 

Nor will the good Effects of this be:confin'd within the 
narrow Limits of. this fingle Ifland : Its Influences muſt 
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fpread nniverſally over Chriſtendom. They will have a quick and immediate 
Effect upon the Councils and Proceedings of the Dutch, who- when they 
find England in good Earneſt, will be incourag'd to act ſo too. This will 
oon extinguiſh or make of little uſe to the French, all the before-mention- 
ed Differences in Holland and the Empire, our Influence will give ſuch a 
Weight to the other Scale as muſt add new Life and Vigour to the Empe- 
ror, and ſuch other Princes as eſpouſe his Cauſe. *Twill revive the Cou- 


rage of the Auſtrian Party in Italy, and make their Deſigns to ſhake off the. 


Bourbon Yoke ſucceſsful. Had we but a commanding Naval Force in the 
Mediteranean , twould certainly bring over Naples, Sicily and Sardinia to the 
Emperor, and moſt of the Princes and States of Italy would fall into his In- 
tereſts, tho*' we ſhould do nothing elſe towards it, but viſit their Ports, and 
buy Oyl and Wine. There's no Man can doubt of this that allows himſelf to 
confider, what juſt Canſe of ſealouſie all the ſtalians have of the Growth 
of the French King's Power, and how glad they would be to fee him 
reduc d. There's none that would more rejoyce at ſuch. 4 Mortificati 
on, than the Court of Rome, the Republick of Venice, the Great Duke of 
Tuſcany, and Republick of Genoa, they all of them dread his Neighbourhood 
by Land and his Power by Sea, whereas they have not the fame Reaſon to 


dread. the Houſe of Auſtria on that Account. Tis known that the Empe- 


ror has no Naval Force, that he is neither abſolute nor Hereditary Soveraign 
of the Empire, that his own Dominions are not ſo large nor ſo well ſituated 
to invade Italy as thoſe of France; nor is his Sway in his Hereditary Coun- 
tries any thing ſo abſolute as that of Louis XIV. 

We have no reaſon to deſpair of. Succeſs in bringing down the Exor- 
ditant Power of France, had we but Courage and Honeſty to ſet about it 
effectually. Heaven hath declar d for us in the beginning, and made the 
Emperor when in a manner abandoned by all Mankind, ſucceſsful in Italy to 
2 Wonder. | 

As it is certain that the French King hath a greater Force and Treafare 
at his Command than any other. Prince, that ever yet attempted the Uni- 
verſal Monarchy, it is as certain that the Emperor, England, and Holland, 


are Mafters of a much greater Force and Treaſure then any Princes and 


Potentates that ever yet Leagu'd together at one time to oppoſe it. What 
Prince do we read of- in Hiftory that eyer had ſuch a Naval Force under 
his Command, as his Majeſty King William, who has that of England and 
Holland at his Call, and by his Intereft in the Northern Crowns may have 
more if it be needful? then what humane Reaſon can any Man alledge 
to make us deſpair of Succeſs,with ſuch a Power,under ſuch a. Command, and 
imploy'd in ſuch a Cauſe. It will not be denied by any reaſonable Man that 
has but a tollerable Acquaintance with Religion, and the publick TranſaQi- 
ons of the World, that if we ſeek and rely upon the Divine Aſſiſtance with 
any Meaſure of Sincerity, our Quarrel will entitle us to the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven as ſoon as *twill our Enemies. Then humanely ſpeaking, there's nothing 


dan defeat us, but want of Courage, Wildom and Honeſty, and if 2 
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Gon ſhould miſcarry in our Hands, whilft we are thus Circumſtantiate; . the 


Blame will be certainly charg'd upon the latter. We and the Dutch toge- 
ther under the Conduct of a Woman, brought down the Houſe of Auſtria 
when they bid fair for the Univerſal Monarchy. Then what elſe but want 
of Honeſty can hinder our doing the like againſt the Houſe of Bourbon? We 
are certainly much richer than we were then. Our Fleet now exceeds what 
it was in Qpeen Flizabeth's time beyond all Compariſon. Our Weſt-Indje 
Plantations, which enable us if we have any good Conduct to make our 
ſelves Maſters of the French and Spaniſh Treaſure, are infinitely Stronger 
and Richer then in her time. We have Scotland united, Ireland in Peace 
and entirely Subjetted, neither of which were ſo at that Juncture, and as to 
the Dutch, tis known they were then indeed the Poor and Diſtreſſed, but are 
now as really the High and Mighty States of Holland, they are without all 
doubt incomparably Stronger and Richer than at that time; and which is 
ſtill an unſpeakable Advantage that was wanting then, we are both un- 
der the Condutt of one Prince fam'd for his Valour and Wiſdom. To this 
we muſt add, which is alſo highly Conſiderable, that the Houſe of Auſtris / 
and moſt of the Empire is certainly on our fide. This is a Thing of mighty 
Conſequence, not only becauſe of their own Hereditary Dominions and In- 
tereſt in the Princes of the Empire, hut likewiſe becauſe of their Intereſt in 
[taly and in the Spaniſh Dominions, where many of the Grandees and others 
want only an Opportunity to ſhake off the French Yoak. 

We are allo to confider, for our Encouragement, that the Enemy we have ** 
todeal with, hath by an Infatnation from above, exceedingly weakned his 
Kingdom, by an ungrateful as well as impolitick Perſecution of his Prote- 
ſtant Subjects, and by. a long and unjuſt War. The Effects of this are vi- 
ſible in the Decay of his Trade, and the Conſumption of his Money, which 
puts him upon thoſe inglorious and oppreſhve Methods to raiſe more, that 
we have a daily Account of in his Editts and Declarations. Beſides, his Am- 
bition to graſp at the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, puts him to a vaſt Additional 
Expence of Men and Money and obliges him to ſend great Summs as well 
as great Armies out of his Country to defend his new Uſurpations by Bribery 
and Force, This is juſt as if the Spirits ſhould retire from the Heart to the 
Extremities of the Body, the Conſequences of which muſt needs be fatal. 
He is under a Neceſſity to act thus, for he himſelf hath done ſo much to- 
wards the Ruine and Impoveriſhment of Spain, ever fince his Acceſſion to 
the Throne that the Spaniards are in no Condition to ſupport his Grandſon's 
Pretenſions, admitting they were really zeatous to do ſo. Tis this alone, 
that. will haſten his Ruine and make him fall a Sacrifice to his own Ambition, 
if we and the Dutch take but any tollerable Care to prevent his being ſup- 
ported by the American Plate Fleets: Which if we don't, it will be impoſ- 
fible for us to eſcape the Imputation of Folly and Treachery. g 

We have ſtill this Great and Capital Eneouragement to go heartily into a 
War; That by the League with the Emperor we are impowered to keep 
what. we conquer in the Veſt· Indies. The laſt War was wholly carried _ - 


— 
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dur dyn Charge, without any hopes of: being repayed ; but we have now 2 


Proſpett, nay, a Certainty of carrying it on at the Charge of our Enemigsz 
if we fail in this, we cannot fix it upon the want of a due Care in the King 
our Sovereign, 0 or upon the want of a generons Gratitude in the Emperor 
ouf Allie; ſo that the Blame will wavoidably fall upon our own Miſmanage- 
ment; but it's hoped the approaching Parliament will readily aſſiſt his Ma- 


je ſty to preventthat. Weare the more obliged to take a particutar Care in 


this, becauſe if we don't improve it, there's nothing can be m mor? tatal to us, 
for if we neglett or happen to miſcarry in the Attempt, there's nothing in 


the Earth that could ſo much rivet the generality of the Spaniards in the 


Intereſt of France, and by Conſequence that can enable Louis XIV. and his 
Succeſſors to go on with the defign of the Univerſal Monarchy ; for that 
bountiful Concetiion from the Emperor will certainly have much greater in. 
fluence to make the Spaniards live quietly under the Frenct. King's Yoke, 
than the Treaty of Partition could poilibly have to make them accept his 
Grandſon and therefore it's hoped this Nation will take care that what was 
intended as our great Benefit, may not become an irreparable Loss. 

To draw towards a Concluſion. If wee may judge of the Temper of the 
Kingdom, by the Addreſſes of the People, we have reaſon to conclide, that 
tho" there were no ſuch profpett of Advantage by a War upon the Spanith 
Weſt-Indies, they are willing to bear their proportion of the Charge to bring 
down the exorbitant Power of France, and to have Satisfaction for the Aﬀront 
He hath put upon the Nation, by offering to entail! an Impoſtor on our hrone. 
*Tis hoped theſe Addreſſes will ſtop the Mouths of ſuch as formerly oppos'd 
a War, on the Account of the People's unwillingneſs to engage in a new 0:8 
For now we have Aſſurance of the contrary from themſelves. And as this 
muſt needs be a great Encouragement to our Allies, who are thereby conv.n- 
ced of the Truth of what his Majeſty told thern, that they my rely upon 
us; it likewiſe keeps up the Character of the People of Exgland, as a Wile 
and Magnanimous Nation, who know when a War is ne cellary, and have 
Courage to declare their Willingneſs to go into it, when they know it to be ſo. 

May Heaven ſucceed our Efforts till France be bronght as low 3« to be no 
more a Terror to Europe, and till ſhe be obliged to abandon the Pretender. 
Since Oliver forced the French King to banifh our Princes, whoſe Legitimacy 
was never controverted; twill be truly unaccountable if we ſhouid not have 
the like Succeſs againſt the Impoſtor. We have a!l imaginable Realon to 
expect it, if Heaven preſerve us fro Treachery and !!! Conduct; for the 
Prince whoſe Title he has uſurp'd is the known Hero of his Age, has a com- 
manding Intereſt in Holland, has the Emperor and the greateft Princes of 
the Empire for his Allies, has all the reaſon of the World to gxpect the AC 
ſiſtance of the Northern Crowns, is univerſally beloved by his own Subjects 
in all the three Kingdoms, and has Juſtice on his fide. 
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